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SURVIVAL  ESTIMATES  FOR  THE 
1870-CC  to  1873-CC  LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS 

by 

Douglas  E.  Barr 

Few  coins  capture  the  imagination  of  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist 
so  connpletely  as  the  early  issues  from  the  Carson  City  Mint.  With  a  total 
mintage  of  54,542  pieces,  the  1870-CC  to  1873-CC  quarters  are  the  corner- 
stone of  any  Liberty  Seated  quarter  collection.  The  auction  appearance  of 
high  grade  specimens  of  the  1871-CC  and  1873-CC  quarters  in  early  1987  ini- 
tiated an  effort  by  me  to  determine,  within  limits,  how  many  1870-CC  to 
1873-CC  quarters  may  still  exist.  The  extremely  rare  1873-CC  No  Arrows 
variety  for  which  only  three  to  four  specimens  are  known  is  not  included  in 
the  present  study.  The  interested  reader  is  referred  to  an  article  by  P.  Scott 
Rubin  that  appeared  in  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  66  published  by  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries,  Inc.  That  article  contains  information  on  the  condition 
and  pedigree  of  the  known  examples  of  this  rarity. 

To  determine  the  number  of  1870-CC  to  1873-CC  quarter  dollars  that  may 
still  exist  a  survey  was  made  of  150  consecutive  issues  of  Coin  World  for  the 
period  from  March,  1985  to  January,  1988,  Issues  1300  to  1449.  Each  occur- 
rence of  the  1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1872-CC  and  1873-CC  quarters  in  retail  adver- 
tisements was  noted  along  with  the  dealer  name,  coin  grade,  price,  and  any 
descriptive  remarks.  Special  care  was  taken  to  eliminate  duplicate  listings 
by  the  same  dealer  in  multiple  issues.  Concurrently,  the  occurrence  of  the 
1815  Bust  half  dollar  and  the  1793  Liberty  Cap  cent.  Variety  S-13,  were  also 
tabulated  with  duplicate  listings  eliminated.  Since  the  surviving  number  of 
1815  Bust  halves  and  S-13  large  cents  have  been  previously  estimated  by 
Overton  and  Sheldon  respectively,  estimates  could  also  be  obtained  for  the 
1870-CC  to  1873-CC  quarters  by  simple  ratios.  This  procedure  was  adapted 
from  Salyards  (1985)  who  used  the  S-13  cent  to  obtain  survival  estimates  for 
the  1871-CC  and  1873-CC  Liberty  Seated  dollars,  based  on  auction 
appearances.  For  the  present  analysis  an  estimate  was  also  made  with  the 
1815  Bust  half  to  provide  a  separate  check  on  the  reliability  of  the  procedure 
and  the  resulting  survival  estimates  of  the  early  Carson  City  quarter  dollars. 

The  results  of  the  survey  are  summarized  in  Table  1  which  lists  the  occur- 
rence of  each  issue  by  grade,  the  total  occurrences,  and  the  average  grade. 
For  reference,  a  total  of  70  Bust  half  dollars  and  18  S-13  large  cents  were  also 

Table  1  —  Occurrences  of  1870-CC  to  1873-CC  Quarter  Dollars  in  the  Survey 


Date 

Mintage 

About 

Very 

Very 

Extra 

Average 

Total 

Good 

Good 

Good 

Fine 

Fine 

Fine 

Grade 

1870-CC 

8,340 

6 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

18.0 

1871-CC 

10,890 

7 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

9.6 

1872-CC 

22,850 

15 

1 

3 

2 

7 

2 

0 

10.3 

1873-CC 

12,492 

8 

1 

0 

5 

1 

1 

0 

9.4 

NOTE:  In  the  survey  period  there  were  no  occurrences  in  AU  or  Uncirculated. 
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recorded  in  the  survey  period.  Each  of  the  quarter  dollar  issues  appeared  in 
approximate  proportion  to  the  reported  mintages,  as  listed  in  the  Redbook, 
with  the  1870-CC  occurring  the  least  frequently  followed  closely  by  the 
1871-CC  and  the  1873-CC.  The  1872-CC  with  a  mintage  of  22,850  occurred 
approximately  twice  as  frequently  as  the  other  issues.  These  results  agree 
well  with  the  rarity  ratings  established  by  Briggs  (1984)  who  without  consid- 
eration of  grade,  placed  the  1870-CC  in  his  Rarity  Plateau  1,  the  1871-CC  and 
1873-CC  in  Plateau  2,  and  the  1872-CC  in  Plateau  4. 

While  the  1870-CC  had  the  fewest  total  occurrences  it  was  the  most  fre- 
quently occurring  issue  in  VF  and  higher.  This  contrasts  sharply  with  the 

1871-  CC  for  which  six  of  the  seven  survey  entries  were  in  VG  or  lower  with  no 
occurrences  in  either  Fine  or  VF  and  only  one  coin  in  EF.  This  would  sug- 
gest that  in  higher  circulated  grades  the  1871-CC  may  be  at  least  as  rare  as 
the  1870-CC.  This  is  not  recognized  in  most  retail  price  guides,  however, 
which  usually  list  the  1870-CC  at  a  higher  price  than  the  1871-CC  in  all 
grades.  Ash  (1985)  recognized  the  condition  rarity  of  the  1871-CC  in  VF  and 
higher,  placing  it  in  his  Rarity  Plateau  1  along  with  the  1870-CC.  In  addition, 
neither  the  1872-CC  nor  the  1873-CC  occurred  in  EF  or  higher  in  the  survey. 
While  not  directly  comparable,  it  is  interesting  that  this  is  very  similar  to  the 
results  of  the  LSCC  quarter  dollar  survey  (Ash,  1987)  in  which  only  one  EF 
specimen  of  the  1872-CC  was  reported  out  of  21  coins  and  no  specimens  of 
the  1873-CC  were  reported  in  EF  or  higher  from  a  total  of  19  coins. 

In  reviewing  the  survey  entries  it  was  noted  that  a  significant  number  of 
the  coins  had  some  kind  of  problem  listed  in  the  descriptive  remarks. 
Specifically,  11  of  the  36  entries  were  listed  as  cleaned,  damaged  or  both. 
These  included  five  of  the  1872-CC  entries,  three  for  the  1873-CC,  two  for  the 
1870-CC  and  one  for  the  1871-CC.  Most  of  the  problem  coins  were  in  lower 
grades  but  they  did  include  one  VF  example  of  each  of  the  1870-CC  and 

1872-  CC.  These  numbers  should  probably  be  considered  minimums  since 
other  coins  in  the  survey  may  also  have  been  cleaned  or  damaged  but  were 
not  described  as  such  in  the  advertisements.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  a 
high  percentage  of  the  surviving  1870-CC  to  1873-CC  quarters  have  been 
damaged  or  mishandled  making  original  problem  free  coins  all  the  more  rare 
and  difficult  to  obtain. 

The  survival  estimates  for  the  1870-CC  to  1873-CC  quarter  dollars  are  listed 
in  Table  2.  The  estimates  based  on  the  S-13  large  cent  and  the  1815  Bust  half 
dollar  are  very  similar  yielding  results  that  differ  by  only  about  10  percent. 
Since  it  is  not  possible  to  determine  which  of  the  two  estimates  may  be  the 
more  accurate,  they  have  been  combined  into  a  single  estimate  that 
brackets  the  low  and  high  ends  of  the  individual  estimates. 


Table  2  —  Survival  Estimates  for  the  1870-CC  to  1873-CC  Quarter  Dollars 


Survival  Based  On 

Survival  Based  On 

Combined 

Percent  Survival  Based 

S-13  Large  Cent 

1815  Half  Dollar 

Survival  Estimates 

on  Combined  Range 

Date 

Low 

High 

Low 

High 

Low 

High 

Low 

High 

1870-CC 

25 

67 

24 

60 

24 

67 

0.29 

0.80 

1871-CC 

30 

78 

28 

70 

28 

78 

0.26 

0.72 

1872-CC 

63 

167 

60 

150 

60 

167 

0.26 

0.73 

1873-CC 

34 

89 

32 

80 

32 

89 

0.26 

0.71 
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The  results  outlined  in  Table  2  certainly  confirm  the  rarity  of  the  1870-CC 
to  1873-CC  quarters.  The  1870-CC  and  1871-CC  have  the  lowest  survival  of 
the  four  issues  with  24  to  67  and  28  to  78  exannpies  extant,  respectively. 
While  more  available  than  the  other  three  issues,  even  the  1872-CC  with  an 
estimated  60  to  167  surviving  examples  is  very  scarce  in  comparison  to  key 
dates  in  some  later  series,  such  as  the  1896-S  and  1901-S  Barber  quarters. 

Table  2  also  lists  the  percent  survival  for  each  issue  based  on  the  reported 
mintage.  In  all  cases  the  percent  survival  is  approximately  0.26  to  0.80  per- 
cent attesting  to  the  high  attrition  rate  for  minor  coinage  from  the  Carson 
City  Mint.  This  would  indicate  that  the  few  examples  that  still  exist  have  sur- 
vived mostly  by  chance  with  the  actual  number  being  primarily  a  function  of 
the  original  mintage.  No  special  significance  is  attached  to  the  slightly 
higher  percent  survival  for  the  1870-CC,  although  as  the  first  year  of  issue  in 
Carson  City,  it  is  certainly  possible  that  a  few  examples  were  intentionally 
set  aside.  This  may  also  account  for  the  1870-CC  being  the  most  frequently 
occurring  of  the  four  issues  in  VF  and  higher.  The  percent  survival  estimates 
for  the  three  latter  issues  are  almost  identical  ranging  from  0.26  to  0.73  percent. 

While  the  survey  provides  information  on  the  total  and  percent  survival  in 
all  grades,  it  cannot  be  used  to  draw  any  firm  conclusions  regarding  the  rar- 
ity of  the  four  issues  in  higher  grades.  As  noted  by  several  other  researchers, 
high  grade  specimens  of  rare  Liberty  Seated  coinage  tend  to  appear  at  auc- 
tions rather  than  on  the  retail  market.  A  survey  of  the  retail  market, 
therefore,  will  likely  be  biased  towards  the  lower,  less  expensive  grades.  Of 
the  36  1870-CC  to  1873-CC  quarters  that  appeared  in  the  present  survey,  only 
two  were  in  Extremely  Fine  with  no  occurrences  in  AU  or  Uncirculated.  Most 
Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialists  would  probably  agree  that  survival  of  5  to 
6  percent  in  EF  or  higher  is  unrealistically  low  for  these  issues.  Readers 
should  use  their  own  collecting  experiences,  therefore,  to  draw  conclusions 
regarding  the  survival  of  these  issues  in  higher  grades. 

As  noted  at  the  outset,  the  purpose  of  this  analysis  was  to  determine, 
within  limits,  the  number  of  surviving  examples  of  the  1870-CC  to  1873-CC 
Liberty  Seated  quarters.  In  an  analysis  such  as  this  it  is  not  possible  to 
determine  whether  the  actual  number  of  surviving  pieces  falls  near  the  low 
or  high  end  of  the  ranges.  I  would  appreciate  hearing  from  other  club 
members,  therefore,  who  may  have  information  or  opinions  regarding  these 
survival  estimates.  Please  address  your  comments  to  Douglas  E.  Barr,  2632 
Nez  Perce  Trail,  Tallahassee,  Florida  32303. 
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ATLANTIC  RARE  COINS 
ANA,  LSCC  #1028 


We  specialize  in  Liberty  Seated  dollars  and  other  Liberty  Seated  coinage. 
Our  coins  are  attractive,  fairly  graded  and  reasonably  priced.  We  are  new  and 
eager  to  please.  Try  our  coins.  Send  us  your  want  lists. 


HALF  DIMES 

1847        EF45,  almost  AU  S  55 

1849        VF35   18 

1853  EF,  arrows    35 

1854  EF   40 

1857        VF    16 

1860  VF,  toned   25 

1862        EF,  pastel  toning   30 

1865        BU,  frosty,  proof  like   825 

1870  AU58,  cfioice   90 

1871  AU,  blue  green  toning   48 

1872  EF,  nice  toning   28 

DIMES 

1857        VF,  cleaned  S  10 

1873  AU,  arrows,  light  scratches  .  150 
1887        AU55,  nice,  lustrous   60 

QUARTERS 

1853  VF,  arrows  S  33 

1854  VF,  almost  EF,  cleaned   35 

1855  F,  lightly  cleaned   15 

1856  EF   32 

1857  AU,  lightly  polished   70 

1858  VF    25 

1858  BU,  russet  toning    275 

1859  VF,  toned   25 

1861  VF    18 

1876-CC    VF    30 

1878        VF    22 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1843        AU,  nice  toning  $150 

1854        VF    40 

1855-  0      VF    42 

1856-  0      VF    35 

1857-  0     VF,  almost  EF     75 

1858        EF,  lustrous    60 

1858        F   30 


HALF  DOLLARS  Continued 


1872  EF,  nicely  toned   $  65 

1874  F   30 

1875  F   25 

1875  EF,  light  scratches    50 

1876-  CC  VF,  nice  toning   55 

1877  AU,  proof  like   120 

1877-  S  F   25 

DOLLARS 

1840  F/VF,  gray  &  tan  toning   S250 

1840  VF,  lightly  polished   275 

1841  EF45,  nice  detail   350 

1842  EF,  blue  &  russet  toning   325 

1842  VF,  cleaned   210 

1844  VF,  iridescent  toning   300 

1845  EF,  blue  &  rose  toning   425 

1846  VF,  pastel  toning   240 

1847  EF,  attractive   325 

1849  EF45,  lustrous,  small  nicks  . .  475 

1853  EF,  attractive   385 

1858  PF58,  pretty  toning   6500 

1858  PF63,  a  beauty,  one  of  the 

finest  known  of  this  rare  date  9750 

1859-S  F/VF,  violet  peripheries  325 

1860  AU55,  a  few  thin  scratches.  850 

1864  F/VF,  very  clean  fields    225 

1865  F,  cleaned   210 

1867  VF,  gray  &  rose,  nice   285 

1869  VF,  light  toning   240 

1870-CC  EF,  silvery  gray,  cleaned  650 

1871  BU,  toned,  frosty,  lustrous .  975 

1872  F,  scratches   110 

1872  VF.  small  nicks   140 

1872  VF,  cleaned,  scratches   140 

1872  AU,  toned,  pretty   375 

1872-CC  AU,  rare,  small  scratch  at 

third  star,  smoothed  edge 

bruises   2450 


Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Ten  day  return  privilege  for  any  reason  if  in  original 
unopened  holder.  All  orders  post-paid. 

P.O.  Box  446,  W.O.B.,  West  Orange,  New  Jersey  07052 

Telephone  (201)  731-1040 
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DIE  SHIPMENTS  AND  COINAGE  DELIVERY  DATES 
FOR  THE  CARSON  CITY  BRANCH  MINT  IN  THE  YEAR  1870 

by 

Randall  E.  Wiley 

The  first  record  I  have  found  concerning  receipt  of  dies  at  Carson  City  is  a 
letter  from  Abraham  Curry,  Superintendent  of  the  Carson  City  Branch  mint, 
to  James  Pollock,  Director  of  the  Mint,  in  Philadelphia.  On  October  20,  1869 
Curry  wrote,  "I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  this  day  of  yours  of  13  inst. 
(this  month  or  13  October)  informing  me  that  the  dies  for  this  branch  had 
been  shipped  some  days  previously.  A  box  was  received  per  express  this 
a.m.  containing  duplicate  dies  for  quarter,  half,  and  whole  silver  dollars,  but 
dies  for  gold  coins  have  not  yet  arrived."  I  assume  that  "duplicate  dies" 
meant  two  obverses  and  two  reverses  for  each  denomination  sent.  However, 
later  correspondence  indicated  that  this  first  die  shipment  contained 
obverse  dies  dated  1869.  It  appears  that  no  silver  was  coined  in  1869  due  to 
the  absence  of  two  key  personnel,  the  Melter  and  Refiner  and  the  Assayer. 
On  December  20, 1869,  Curry  wrote  to  Pollock  as  follows,  "I  propose  to  open 
this  branch  for  the  reception  of  bullion  on  the  first  Monday  in  next  month, 
and  to  commence  coinage  as  soon  thereafter  as  possible  using  the  dies  for 

1869  now  here  (unless  otherwise  instructed  by  telegram  or  letter  from  you) 
until  dies  shall  be  received.  I  respectfully  request  that  you  will  cause  to  be 
forwarded  full  setts  of  dies  for  both  gold  and  silver  coin  for  1870  as  soon  as 
possible."  On  January  4, 1870,  Curry  sent  a  Western  Union  Telegraph,  "Can  I 
use  dies  of  sixty  nine  (69)  and  when  will  dies  of  seventy  (70)  be  here  -answer." 
I  haven't  found  Pollock's  response,  but  apparently  he  told  Curry  that  dies  dated 

1870  had  been  shipped,  and  to  wait  for  them.  Thus,  no  coinage  dated  1869. 

In  his  letter  of  January  10,  1870,  Curry  wrote  to  Pollock,  "The  box  contain- 
ing gold  and  silver  dies  came  safely  to  hand  this  morning.  It  has  been 
unpacked  and  the  cases  found  to  compare  with  list  contained  in  your  letter 
of  31  ultr."  (Last  month  or  December  31,  1869).  I  have  never  found  Pollock's 
letter  of  12/31/69  containing  the  key  die  count  information.  If  he  followed 
Curry's  request  and  sent  "full  setts'  of  dies  for  gold  and  silver  coins,  there 
should  have  been  only  one  obverse  dated  1870  and  one  reverse  for  each 
denomination.  Possibly  "duplicate  setts"  were  sent  as  was  done  in  1869. 
On  February  24,  1870,  Curry  requested,  "Another  sett  (or  more)  of  dies  for 
silver  dollars,"  and  on  March  23rd,  he  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  "two  setts 
of  dies  for  silver  dollars,  obverse  and  reverse  shipped  as  per  your  advice  of 
9th  inst."  On  July  9,  1870,  Curry  requested,  "(4)  four  heads,  silver  half  dollar, 
date  1870,"  and  on  30  July  he  acknowledged  receipt  of  "Box  containing  dies 
shipped  per  your  advice  of  21st  instant." 

Based  on  the  above  correspondence,  it  appears  that  half  dollar  dies  which 
were  available  for  coinage  in  1870  consisted  of  one  or  two  obverses  and  three 
or  four  reverses  through  30  July  when  one  to  four  new  obverses  may  have 
been  received.  In  any  case,  adequate  dies  were  on  hand  to  substantiate  the 
three  obverse  and  three  reverse  dies  identified  to  date  for  the  1870-CC  half 
dollar  and  to  provide  the  foundation  for  the  possible  existence  of  other  new 
varieties  of  this  date.  On  November  2, 1870,  Curry  sent  Pollock  a  request  for 
dies  for  the  year  1871  which  included  the  following  silver  dies:  two  (2)  heads 
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SILVER  COINAGE  FOR  CARSON  CITY  BRANCH  MINT  -  YEAR  1870 


DELIVERY  DATE  DENOMINATION 

FEBRUARY  10  DOLLAR 

24  DOLLAR 

MARCH  05  DOLLAR 

22  DOLLAR 

24  DOLLAR 

30  DOLLAR 

APRIL  07  DOLLAR 

09  HALF  DOLLAR 

20  QUARTER  DOLLAR 

MAY  17  HALF  DOLLAR 

19  HALF  DOLLAR 

20  DOLLAR 

24  OUARTER  DOLLAR 

JUNE  04  HALF  DOLLAR 

11  DOLLAR 

14  DOLLAR 

20  HALF  DOLLAR 

30  DOLLAR 
JULY  05  HALF  DOLLAR 

11  HALF  DOLLAR 

16  HALF  DOLLAR 

22  HALF  DOLLAR 

AUGUST  15  HALF  DOLLAR 

15  QUARTER  DOLLAR 
24  HALF  DOLLAR 

SEPTEMBER  29  HALF  DOLLAR 

OCTOBER  13  HALF  DOLLAR 

NOVEMBER  05  HALF  DOLLAR 

DECEMBER  20  HALF  DOLLAR 

31  HALF  DOLLAR 
ASSAY  TOTALS  FOR  YEAR  1870 

RED  BOOK  TOTALS  FOR  YEAR  1870 


VALUE  ($) 

2303 
1444 
1116 
1175 

500 
1300 

500 
1000 

885 
1000 
1750 

600 

350 
1650 

870 

550 
1000 
1400 
3000 
1750 
3563.50 
3130 
1700 

850 
1200 

825 

840 
1550 
1600 
1750 

41151.50 


QUARTER 
DOLLARS 


HALF 
DOLLARS 


3540 


1400 


3400 


8340 
8340 


2000 

2000 
3500 


3300 


2000 

6000 
3500 
7127 
6260 
3400 

2400 
1650 
1680 
3100 
3200 
3500 
54617 
54617 


DOLLARS 

2303 
1444 
1116 
1175 

500 
1300 

500 


600 


870 
550 

1400 


11758 
12462 


silver  dollars,  two  (2)  setts  half  dollars,  two  (2)  extra  heads  half  dollars,  four 
(4)  heads  quarter  dollars,  and  one  (1)  sett  dimes.  The  significance  of  this 
shipment  is  that  it  provides  a  basis  for  the  six  known  Large  CC  reverse  dies 
used  to  strike  the  early  Carson  City  half  dollars. 
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Delivery  information  for  silver  coinage  from  the  Carson  City  mint  for  the 
year  1870  is  given  in  the  table.  In  reference  to  the  total  number  of  dollars 
coined,  I  can  not  account  for  the  704  difference  between  Red  Book  figures 
and  the  assay  records  which  I  examined.  A  letter  from  Superintendent  Curry 
to  Director  Pollock  on  March  25, 1870  does  account  for  the  lack  of  coinage  of 
quarters  and  half  dollars  prior  to  April  1870.  It  seems  that  Curry  was  confused 
over  the  legality  of  striking  silver  coins  smaller  than  the  whole  dollar  based 
on  his  understanding  of  the  mint  laws  established  by  the  Act  of  1853.  In  his 
letter  of  March  25,  Curry  said  that  his  branch  mint  would  "Immediately 
receive  bullion  and  coin  half  and  quarter  dollars." 

I  will  now  attempt  to  link  the  emission  sequence  for  the  1870-CC  half 
dollar  to  census/coinage  information  from  the  Louisiana  Hoard  published  in 
Issue  #40  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 

You  can  see  from  the  assay  records  that  the  Carson  City  coining  press 
was  set  up  for  half  dollar  coinage  on  16  occasions  in  the  year  1870  with  no 
more  than  7127  pieces  being  coined  at  any  one  session.  And  this  July  16  ses- 
sion was  strange  in  that  it  is  the  only  delivery  in  1870  which  was  not  equal  in 
value  to  some  multiple  of  a  whole  dollar.  Perhaps  a  broken  die  halted  the 
session  prematurely.  Remembering  that  the  die  shipment  information  indi- 
cated that  no  more  than  two  obverses  were  available  prior  to  August  1870,  I 
tried  to  match  varieties  W1  to  W5  to  the  half  dollar  coinage  in  the  same 
percentages  as  they  appeared  in  the  census  of  the  Louisiana  Hoard. 

One  observation  which  tends  to  confirm  the  proposed  emission  sequence 
is  as  follows:  The  total  census  population  of  varieties  W1,  W2,  and  W3  was  59 
of  90  coins  or  65.55%,  and  the  total  half  dollar  coinage  from  April  9  to  July 
22  was  35,627  out  of  54,617  coins  or  65.34%.  Let  us  assume  that  the  1870-CC 
dies  were  used  in  sequence  with  the  coiner  starting  with  a  single  pair  of  dies 
(W1)  and  alternately  introducing  a  new  reverse  (W2)  and  then  obverse  (W3)  as 
required  after  filling  one  or  more  shipments  with  the  previous  die  pair.  This 
leads  to  an  emission  sequence  where  the  coinage  delivered  matches  the 
census  population  within  a  fairly  close  margin.  That  proposed  sequence  is 
presented  as  follows: 


AN  1870  CC  HALF  DOLLAR  EMISSION  SEQUENCE 


Date  Range 

Coinage 

Percentage 

Variety 

Census 

Percentage 

April  9  -  May  19 

7,500 

13.7 

W1 

13 

14.4 

June  4  -  July  16 

21,927 

40.2 

W2 

34 

37.8 

July  22 

6,260 

11.5 

W3 

12 

13.3 

Aug.  15  -  Oct.  13 

9,130 

16.7 

W4 

16 

17.8 

Nov.  5  -  Dec.  31 

9,800 

17.9 

W5 

15 

16.7 

TOTALS 

54,617 

100.0 

90 

100.0 

Individuals  with  additional  information  on  the  early  minting  operations  at 
the  Carson  City  Branch  Mint  are  invited  to  respond  to  the  tables  presented  in 
this  article. 
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CLASSICAL  AMERICAN  COINS 

P.O.  Box  9516 
Seattle,  Washington  98109 


HALF  DIMES 


1839 

Gorgeous  MS-63  with  a  crisp  full  strike  under  rose,  violet,  and  silver-blue  toning. 
Tremendous  eye  appeal  and  a  choice  no  drapery  type  coin 

1864-S 

Nice  light  gray  toning  over  problem  free  surfaces.  Well  struck  and  an  excellent 
example  of  this  tougher  date  

180 

DIMES 

1837 

A  well  struck  XF-AU  with  luster  under  light  gray  and  gold  toning.  A  few  hairlines 
in  the  obverse  field,  but  you  have  to  look  for  them  

S260 

1861-S 

Choice  surfaces  under  attractive  toning.  Well  struck  and  an  upper  end  XF 

155 

1876-CC 

An  interesting  variety  with  the  doubled  die  obverse.  XF  and  very  clean  for  the  grade 
with  original  surfaces  and  just  a  touch  of  toning   

75 

QUARTERS 

1841-0 

The  obverse  doubled  die  variety  with  clean  surfaces  under  attractive  multi-hue  toning. 
Grades  a  strong  XF  

S185 

1876 

A  very  flashy  AU-58  with  full  cartwheel  luster  and  an  absolute  full  strike.  A  blush  of 
rose  toning  about  the  peripheries.  Tremendous  eye  appeal  and  a  coin  that  certainly 
has  sold  at  a  higher  grade  in  the  past   

185 

HALVES 

1848 

A  very  well  struck  AU-50  with  good  luster  and  excellent  surfaces  even  with  the  few 
micro-hairlines  in  the  right  obverse  field.  The  lightest  touch  of  toning.  Attractive   

$265 

1849 

XF-AU  with  light  iridescent  gray  toning  and  an  absolute  full  strike.  A  very  clean 
original  coin  with  the  look  of  a  full  AU   

175 

1855/4 

Multi-hue  toning  with  original  surfaces  combines  to  make  this  a  very  appealing 
example  of  the  later  die  state  of  this  overdate  

.  280 

1871-CC 

XF-40  with  light  blue-gray  toning,  a  decent  strike,  and  generally  problem  free  for 
the  grade  

485 

1875 

Excellent  luster  under  the  attractive  toning  makes  this  an  appealing  AU  type  coin  

.  160 

All  coins  are  graded  by  a  strict  adherence  to  ANA  standards  and  they  come  with  a  two 
week  return  privilege. 

I -am  always  interested  in  obtaining  Seated  material— the  common,  the  scarce,  and  the 
rare  — in  original,  problem  free  for  the  grade  condition.  Prices  paid  will  be  based  on  grade 
and  overall  eye  appeal  of  the  coin.  Please  let  me  make  an  offer. 

Want  lists  actively  serviced. 

Bob  Everett  LSCC#440 

Telephone  (206)  283-1527  evenings  until  11:00  p.m. 
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HALF  DIME  SURVEY  RESULTS: 
SECTION  II,  VARIETIES 

by 

Robert  Spangler,  Charles  Woodruff  and  Roy  Ash 

The  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series  is  a  rich  series  for  those  who  relish 
varieties.  Copies  of  Valentine's  United  States  Half  Dimes,  the  Gobrecfit 
Journals  and  a  keen  eye  for  varieties  can  lead  to  many  interesting  and  excit- 
ing finds.  In  the  fall  of  1987,  a  survey  was  conducted  among  LSCC  members 
to  determine  the  availability  of  some  of  the  half  dime  varieties.  We  hope  that 
the  information  obtained  will  be  useful  to  members  when  making  purchas- 
ing decisions  and  when  evaluating  their  collections. 

This  survey  is  not  meant  to  be  a  comprehensive  study  of  all  of  the  impor- 
tant and  rare  varieties.  Nor  is  it  intended  to  identify  them  as  true  overdates, 
repunched  dates,  or  pieces  struck  from  defective  dies.  We  leave  it  to  future 
authors  to  thrash  out  such  issues  as  to  cause,  origin  and  significance  of 
each  variety.  The  chosen  varieties  were  included  because  they  were  described 
by  Valentine  or  by  LSCC  members  in  the  Journal.  A  few  others  were  included 
as  a  result  of  expressed  interest  from  club  members  to  us. 

Any  future  survey  should  include  additional  varieties.  The  following 
varieties  were  suggested  by  some  of  the  respondents:  1839-0  recut  19  (V-2), 
1842  shattered  rev.  (V-la),  1843  shattered  rev.  (V-2),  1848/7/6,  1856/4, 
1856/1856-0  {Gobrecht  Journal  #39,  pg.  25-27),  1866-S  18  in  rock  {Collective 
Volume  II,  pg.  77),  1868-S  shattered  rev.  (Neil-4),  1869-S  recut  18  and  the  Small 
O,  Medium  O  and  Large  O  varieties  for  more  of  the  New  Orleans  half  dimes. 
More  journal  articles  with  photographs  are  needed  on  these  varieties. 

Results 

There  were  59  respondents  to  the  variety  section  of  the  Half  Dime  Survey. 
The  results  are  presented  in  the  accompanying  table.  For  the  most  part  the 
results  are  self-explanatory.  However,  we  have  included  a  few  comments  for 
each  date. 

When  interpreting  the  results  of  this  survey,  one  must  remember  that  it  is 
not  a  random  sampling  of  all  available  half  dimes.  It  is  biased  by  members' 
goals  and  buying  habits.  As  discussed  in  our  report  on  Section  I  of  the  half 
dime  survey  in  Issue  #41  of  the  Journal,  the  absolute  proportionality  of  the 
listed  varieties  can  not  be  determined  from  this  type  of  survey  information. 
For  example,  there  were  28  coins  reported  for  the  1844  recut  date  and  only  16 
for  the  remaining  varieties  for  1844.  One  should  not  conclude  from  this  infor- 
mation, however,  that  the  recut  date  is  1.75  times  more  common  than  the 
sum  of  the  remaining  varieties  for  1844.  One  can  only  conclude  that  the 
recut  date  variety  is  available.  Also,  many  of  the  respondents  only  attributed 
varieties  for  some  of  the  listed  dates.  Since  the  popularity  of  the  listed 
varieties  was  also  variable,  a  direct  comparison  between  varieties  of  dif- 
ferent dates  is  not  a  valid  measure  of  relative  rarity.  For  example,  87%  of  the 
1849  half  dimes  reported  in  Section  I  of  the  survey  were  attributed  in  Section 
II  while  only  41%  of  the  1862  half  dimes  were  attributed.  This  causes  the 
varieties  for  1862  to  appear  scarcer  than  the  varieties  for  1849  in  Section  II. 
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G      VG       F      VF      XF      AU     MS  Num. 
Date      Variety  Total     4-6    8-10  12-15  20-35  40-45  50-59  60-65    M.G.  Ref. 


1837 

Small  date 

42 

6 

7 

1837 

Large  date 

30 

4 

4 

1838 

Small  stars  (V-1  &  V-2) 

18 

2 

3 

1838 

Remaining 

67 

4 

7 

1838-0 

V-1 

36 

13 

7 

1838-0 

\/-2,  rusted  die 

7 

1 

1 

1839-0 

Large  0  (V-1) 

8 

3 

1 

1839-0 

Shattered  rev.  (V-2b) 

13 

1 

2 

1839-0 

Badly  cracked  rev. 

10 

0 

2 

1839-0 

Remaining 

85 

9 

15 

1840-0 

ND,  open  buds 

g 

1 

0 

1840-0 

ND,  closed  buds 

42 

8 

6 

1843 

1843/1843 

16 

1 

0 

1843 

Remaining 

42 

6 

2 

1844 

Recut  date 

28 

1 

1 

1844 

Remaining 

16 

3 

2 

1844-0 

Large  0 

30 

14 

4 

1844-0 

Sm.  0,  rot.  rev. 

18 

6 

7 

1844-0 

Sm  0,  nonrot.  rev. 

5 

3 

1 

1845 

V-5 

36 

4 

3 

1845 

Remaining 

38 

2 

1 

1848 

1848/1848 

14 

0 

0 

1848 

Large  date  (V-1) 

34 

2 

3 

1848 

Remaining 

43 

5 

5 

1849 

V-2  (1849/6) 

54 

5 

9 

1849 

V-4  &  V-5  (1849/8) 

47 

8 

5 

1849 

Remaining 

67 

5 

11 

1858 

Inverted  date 

48 

7 

7 

1858 

Doubled  date 

21 

3 

2 

1858 

Remaining 

78 

6 

7 

1858-0 

Shattered  obv. 

8 

1 

1 

1858-0 

Remaining 

34 

6 

2 

1859 

Transitional 

0 

- 

■ 

1860 

Transitional 

3 

0 

0 

1860 

1860/1860 

10 

0 

0 

1860 

Remaining 

25 

3 

1 

1861 

1861/0/1 

8 

0 

0 

1861/60  Centered  date 

7 

1 

2 

1861/60  Low  date 

4 

0 

0 

1861 

1861/0 

11 

0 

1 

1861 

Remaining 

33 

1 

3 

1862 

1862/1862 

3 

2 

0 

1862 

Remaining 

30 

1 

5 

1865-S 

1865/63-S 

13 

2 

1 

1865-S 

Remaining 

17 

4 

1 

1872 

Doubled  die 

23 

2 

4 

1872 

Remaining 

44 

5 

6 

•References  1)  GobrecM  Journal  (GJ) .  Issue  #36.  p28-30:  2)  United  Stales 
4)  GobrecM  Collective  s  Volume  2  (GC2).  p52-53:  5)  (GJ.  #35.  p37.  6)  GCl. 
11)  GC2.  p66:  12)  GC2.  p68-72:  13)  GJ.  #35.  p15;  14)  GJ  #38.  p40;  15)  G( 
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6 

4 

11 

6 

2 

30 

1 

4 

6 

8 

3 

1 

18 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

1 

35 

2 

11 

10 

23 

9 

3 

40 

2 

6 

2 

6 

2 

0 

10 

2 

0 

4 

0 

1 

0 

30 

2 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

10 

3 

2 

3 

3 

1 

1 

30 

4 

4 

0 

3 

1 

0 

18 

5 

12 

19 

15 

14 

1 

30 

2 

1 

3 

2 

2 

0 

35 

6 

7 

7 

10 

2 

2 

18 

6 

2 

7 

5 

1 

0 

35 

7 

5 

8 

11 

8 

2 

40 

2 

2 

6 

11 

6 

1 

42 

8 

3 

2 

5 

1 

0 

18 

2 

6 

4 

1 

1 

0 

8 

2 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

9 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

2 

1 

5 

14 

9 

0 

42 

2 

5 

7 

16 

5 

2 

40 

2 

1 

5 

3 

2 

3 

40 

9 

5 

11 

7 

5 

1 

30 

2 

7 

10 

13 

3 

0 

30 

2 

7 

3 

14 

13 

3 

40 

7 

5 

9 

13 

6 

1 

30 

7 

9 

17 

16 

8 

1 

30 

2 

13 

13 

5 

1 

2 

18 

10 

5 

5 

3 

3 

0 

20 

10 

17 

22 

18 

7 

1 

30 

2 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

18 

11 

5 

8 

8 

3 

2 

30 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

" 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

MS 

2 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

42 

12 

4 

2 

9 

3 

3 

40 

2 

1 

2 

4 

0 

1 

40 

12 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

30 

12 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

48 

12 

2 

2 

5 

1 

0 

40 

13 

6 

10 

8 

3 

2 

35 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

12 

4 

2 

10 

4 

4 

42 

2 

0 

2 

5 

1 

2 

40 

14 

1 

3 

2 

6 

0 

35 

2 

1 

5 

6 

5 

0 

35 

15 

5 

8 

9 

5 

6 

35 

2 

Halt  Dimes  by  Valentine.  3)  GobrecM  Collective's  Volume  1  (GCl).  p79. 
P82-83.  7)  GCl  p84-86.  8)  GC2.  p54-56.  9)  GC2,  p56;  10)  GC1.  p91-95. 
;i.  plOO-101 


Specific  Observations  and  Comments 

1837:  There  are  three  Valentine  varieties  that  are  classified  as  a  Large  Date 
and  three  that  are  a  Small  Date.  The  Large  Dates  have  a  curved  top  1  in  the 
date  and  the  Small  Dates  have  a  flat  top  1.  The  Large  Date  varieties  had  a 
slightly  lower  total  and  a  lov\/er  median  grade. 

1838:  The  Small  Stars  variety  appears  to  represent  only  a  fraction  of  the 
total  pieces  for  1838,  but  it  is  by  no  means  elusive.  In  our  experience,  many 
dealers  do  not  properly  attribute  this  variety.  Members  should  check  for 
stars  shaped  like  asterisks  before  purchasing  an  attributed  example  of  this 
variety. 

1838-  0:  V-2  appears  to  be  scarcer  than  V-1,  but  the  median  grade  is  higher 
for  the  V-2.  This  higher  median  grade  might  be  a  bias  caused  by  the  low 
reported  numbers.  Additionally,  the  V-2  variety  is  difficult  to  grade  on  the 
obverse  due  to  die  damage. 

1839-  0:  This  date  has  many  interesting  varieties.  The  rarest  is  the  Large  O. 
The  number  reported  for  this  variety  was  higher  than  we  expected.  In  our 
experience,  this  variety  is  quite  difficult  to  obtain  in  any  grade.  All  other 
varieties  appear  to  be  available. 

Roy  Ash  would  appreciate  it  if  the  owners  of  the  1839-0  Large  O  half  dimes 
reported  in  the  survey  would  contact  him.  Roy  is  working  on  a  monograph 
for  this  variety. 

1840-  O  ND:  The  open  buds  variety  appears  to  be  scarcer  than  the  closed 
buds.  The  open  buds  variety  can  be  found,  but  it  may  take  a  little  searching. 

1843:    The  1843/1843  variety  appears  to  be  available. 

1844:  Claims  by  some  dealers  that  the  1844  recut  date  is  scarce  are  not 
supported  by  the  high  number  of  reported  examples.  In  fact,  it  might  be  the 
most  common  die  variety  for  the  year.  However,  our  results  might  be  biased 
by  collectors  looking  especially  for  this  interesting  variety. 

1844-0:  There  were  comparable  numbers  reported  for  the  Small  O  and 
Large  O  varieties.  However,  Kam  Ahwash  believed  that  the  Large  O  was 
scarcer.  The  Small  O,  nonrotated  reverse  appears  to  be  tough,  especially  in 
higher  grades. 

1845:  Walter  Breen  states  in  his  half  dime  supplement  that  Newcomer's 
inventory  claimed  only  two  examples  of  the  V-5  were  known  and  that  it  was  a 
rare  variety.  The  total  of  36  reported  of  this  variety  shows  that  Newcomer's 
estimate  was  far  too  low. 

1848:  The  Large  Date  variety  is  not  scarce  despite  claims  to  the  contrary. 
This  variety  is  also  commonly  misattributed  by  dealers.  The  date  must 
overlap  the  rock.  The  1848/1848  variety  appears  to  be  scarcer. 

1849:  These  overdates  are  particularly  popular.  All  varieties  appear  to  be 
available.  One  collector  alone  reported  46  of  the  168  attributed  for  this  year. 
We  want  to  encourage  him  to  publish  his  fascinating  study  on  the  varieties 
of  1849  half  dimes. 

1858:  The  total  for  the  Doubled  Date  variety  reflects  that  it  is  more  difficult 
to  locate  than  the  Inverted  Date. 

1858-0:  The  shattered  obverse  variety  appears  to  be  scarce,  particularly  in 
higher  grades. 
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1859  Transitional:  There  were  no  examples  reported  for  this  proof  only  issue. 

1860  Transitional:  One  of  the  examples  we  included  in  the  MS  column  was 
reported  as  a  proof.  To  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  there  were  no  proofs 
issued.  We  were  unable  to  confirm  the  reported  proof  or  to  determine  if  it 
was  an  error  in  filling  out  the  survey. 

Many  respondents  to  this  survey  did  not  fill  out  the  varieties  for  1860, 1861 
and  1862.  This  may  indicate  a  lack  of  interest  in  these  issues  or  confusion  in 
attributing  these  somewhat  subtle  varieties.  Perhaps  more  research  and 
photographic  documentation  would  alleviate  this  problem.  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  the  Red  Book  and  more  recently.  Coin  World  Trends  recognize  a 
generic  1861/0  variety.  Neither  distinguishes  among  the  subvarieties. 

1860:  Kam  Ahwash  suggested  that  approximately  twenty  1860/60  examples 
were  known.  Ten  were  reported  in  this  survey. 

1861:  Kam  considered  the  1861/0/1  variety  to  be  the  scarcest  of  the  1861 
varieties.  With  the  possible  exception  of  the  1861/1860  low  date,  all  of  the 
listed  varieties  for  1861  appear  to  be  roughly  equivalent. 
1862:  Kam  considered  the  1862/1862  half  dime  to  be  quite  scarce.  However, 
he  said  he  had  seen  more  of  these  than  the  1860  and  1861  varieties  discussed 
within  his  article.  Of  all  the  varieties  included  in  this  survey,  the  scarcity  and 
low  median  grade  of  this  issue  was  the  biggest  surprise.  However,  since  very 
little  has  been  reported  on  this  variety,  it  is  probably  too  early  to  form  a  con- 
crete opinion  on  its  rarity. 

1865-S:  Over  40%  of  the  attributed  1865-S  half  dimes  were  1865/63-S.  This 
suggests  the  overdate  is  not  the  rare  item  it  was  once  thought  to  be. 

1872:  The  Doubled  Die  is  another  variety  that  appeared  with  higher  frequency 
than  might  have  been  expected  from  earlier  writings.  About  one-third  of  the 
attributed  1872  half  dimes  were  reported  to  be  this  variety. 


Conclusions 

There  are  many  interesting  varieties  within  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime 
series.  Studying  them  can  add  to  the  joy  of  collecting  half  dimes.  Most  of 
these  varieties  are  available  to  those  who  search  for  them.  However,  a  few 
can  be  quite  elusive.  This  is  what  makes  variety  collecting  exciting. 

Acknowledgements:  We  want  to  thank  all  the  LSCC  members  who  kindly 
responded  to  our  survey.  Without  their  efforts  this  article  would  not  have  been 
a  success.  We  also  want  to  thank  John  McCloskey  for  his  great  job  as  editor 
of  this  and  our  previous  article.  His  efforts  greatly  improved  both  articles. 


14 


BETTER  DATES  #14 

I  have  picked  up  a  lot  of  new  material  and  have  many  more  pieces  that  are  not 
listed.  Call  or  send  me  your  want  list. 


DIMES 

1842-0 
1849 
1849-0 
1852 
1859-0 
1860 
1863-S 
1868 
1869 
1869-S 
1871-S 
1874-S 

1874-  S 

1875-  CC 

1876-  CC 

1890-S 


F-VF,  light  gray,  rev.  crack  $  14 

Choice  VF,  original   18 

VG,  original,  Small  0   9 

XF-AU,  superb  strike  &  tone   33 

VF-XF,  old  cleaning   23 

XF,  weak  strike,  two  scratches  17 

F  + ,  small  reverse  scratch   31 

45 
6 


XF,  marks  under  heavy  tone .  . 
VG,  dark,  obverse  scratches  .. 

XF,  choice  &  original    60 

XF,  dark,  hidden  scratch   47 

F-VF,  scraped,  still  decent   20 

F,  original   45 

XF,  weak  strike,  original    30 

Choice  AU,  fully  struck  from 

rusted  dies,  rim  cuds   65 

F,  original   12 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875       VF,  choice  &  original  $110 

1875-CC    F-VF,  old  cleaning   85 

1875-CC    VF,  weak  shield   110 

QUARTERS 

1842-0     Large  Date,  F,  original  $  18 

1844-0     VF-XF,  original   37 

1847-0      VF,  ANACS  20/20,  toned   90 

1855-  0     Arrows,  AG-G,  original   25 

1856-  S     AG,  full  date,  just  wear   17 

1859-S     AG,  full  date   33 

1863        F,  rim  nicks   30 

1865-S     VF,  porous,  rev.  hairlines   80 

1869-S     VF,  light  original  toning   190 

1874-S     VG,  old  cleaning   15 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840       Small  Letters,  VF,  original  $42 

1840-  0     Choice  VF,  IVIicro  o,  original   80 

1841-  0     VF,  circulation  marks   40 

1842        Small  Date,  XF,  original   100 

1842  Small  Date,  Ch.  XF,  old  cleaning  95 


HALF  DOLLARS  continued 

1842  Medium  Date,  VF,  original  $37 

1842  Medium  Date,  XF,  old  cleaning .  65 

1844  VF,  old  cleaning   33 

1844-0  XF,  weakly  struck  head   52 

1846  Tall  Date,  G+,  obverse  scratch  13 

1848-  0  F  +  ,  old  cleaning   30 

1849-  0  VF,  old  cleaning   38 

1851-0  XF,  old  cleaning,  sharp    110 

1851-0  AU,  old  cleaning,  some  luster .  .  150 

1853  A&R,  VF,  cleaned   55 

1854-0  Arrows,  VF,  orig.,  shattered  obv.  33 

1855/4  VG-F,  cleaned,  some  marks  ....  33 

1856  VF,  old  cleaning   33 

1856  XF,  original,  some  light  marks  . .  40 

1856  Choice  XF,  mottled  toning   70 

1856-0  XF,  gray  toning   55 

1858-0  XF,  old  cleaning,  8  in  rock   60 

1860-  0  Choice  XF,  some  luster   70 

1861-  0  XF,  original   65 

1863-S  VF,  old  cleaning   35 

1865-  S  VF-XF,  original   40 

1866-  S  With  Motto,  XF,  original   70 

1867  XF,  light  gray  toning   110 

1867-  S  Choice  VF,  old  cleaning   35 

1868-  S  Choice  XF,  deep  album  toning  . .  70 
1869  XF,  sharp  &  original   70 

1870-  S  VF,  old  cleaning,  retoned   41 

1871  XF,  original,  rim  bumps   40 

1871-  S  XF,  deep  gray  toning   60 

1871-  S  Choice  XF,  old  cleaning   65 

1872-  S  Ch.  XF  Med.  Sm.  s,  old  cleaning  160 
1873  NA,  VG,  Closed  3,  mottled  tone  16 
1875  AU,  beautiful  album  toning   125 

1876-  CC  VG,  original    23 

1877  Choice  XF,  original,  some  luster .  70 

1877-  S  Choice  XF,  iridescent  gray  tone  .  60 
1877-S  Choice  XF,  deep  original  toning  .  70 

1878  Choice  XF,  original,  some  luster .  70 

DOLLARS 

1847  AU,  dipped,  a  few  marks  $425 


Seeking  all  scarce  dates  and  varieties.  I  am  particularly  interested  in  the 
following  dates.  Please  write  or  ship  for  generous  offer.  10*:  1885-S.  25*: 
1840-O  Drapery,  Large  0, 1873-CC,  1886, 1887.  50*:  1844-0  Doubled  Date,  1850, 
1851,  1852,  1873-CC  Arrows,  1874-CC. 

All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading. 
Please  Add  $1.00  for  Postage. 

14  Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  Holder. 
Layaway  and  Approval  Service  Available. 

HARRY  E.  SMITH  •  LSCC#566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone:  (415)  583-9908 
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W.  E.  Seton 

4770  S.  Discovery  Road 
Port  Townsend,  Washington  98368 
Telephone  (206)  385-3636  or  385-2159 
LSCC  #754 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1841        XF    $  225 

1841        AU   475 

1843       XF-45    295 

1845  AU   500 

1846  AU   425 

1846-0     VF-35    250 

1847  AU  Dig  at  Date    200 

1847  AU   425 

1848  AU   595 

1848       Choice  AU  Nice   850 

1857       MS-60   1,125 

1859-S     XF    660 

1860       Choice  AU,  Looks  BU   950 

1862  AU   875 

1863  XF-45    475 

1866       XF-45+   450 

1870       XF-45    395 

1870  MS-55      625 

1871  AU   395 

1873       XF,  Papers   345 

1873       AU+    475 

1.  15  day  return  privilege. 

2.  Coins  removed  fronn  holders  are  considered  sold. 

3.  Postal  money  orders  or  bank  checks  are  preferred. 
Personal  checks  must  clear. 

4.  Grading  by  ANA  standards. 
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BUILDING  A  TEN  PIECE  CARSON  CITY  TYPE  SET 

by 

Weimar  W.  White 

Any  Carson  City  enthusiast  will  tell  you  that  to  assemble  a  date  set  of  Car- 
son City  dimes,  quarters,  half  dollars  or  dollars  requires  much  patience  and 
a  strong  wallet.  Should  one  decide  to  complete  any  Carson  City  series  by 
date,  he  should  be  prepared  to  run  into  many  frustrations  because  of  the 
limited  availability  of  the  early  dates. 

However,  by  putting  together  a  ten  piece  Carson  City  type  set,  many  of  the 
frustrations  experienced  by  the  date  collector  can  be  avoided.  The  type  set 
collector  is  not  usually  concerned  about  absolute  rarity  but  rather  in  finding 
nice  specimens  which  represent  each  denomination.  The  diversity  of  the 
coins  in  the  type  set  also  adds  extra  attraction  to  the  collection. 

In  this  article,  I  will  describe  what  it  takes  to  build  a  nice  type  set,  which 
contains  seven  silver  and  three  gold  coins.  The  completed  set  would  con- 
tain a  dime,  a  twenty  cent  piece,  a  quarter,  a  half  dollar,  a  Liberty  Seated 
dollar,  a  Trade  dollar,  a  Morgan  dollar,  and  five,  ten,  and  twenty  dollar  gold 
pieces.  These  coins  represent  the  basic  types  coined  at  the  Carson  City 
Mint  during  its  1870  to  1893  minting  operations.  Should  one  also  want  to 
include  coin  varieties,  such  as  arrows  at  the  dates  for  certain  silver  coins 
and  different  mintmark  sizes,  then  the  set  takes  on  an  additional  degree  of 
difficulty  and  cost. 

In  TABLE  I,  the  frequency  of  the  various  denominations  offered  for  sale  at 
auction  in  1985  in  uncirculated  condition  is  shown.  The  37  dimes  that 
appeared  at  auction  include  all  the  rare  and  common  Carson  City  dimes  sold 
that  year.  The  same  is  true  for  the  other  issues.  One  can  see  that  few  uncir- 
culated Liberty  Seated  dollars  were  offered  for  sale  that  year.  Locating  one 
of  these  coins  represents  the  hardest  part  of  the  task  in  putting  together  an 
uncirculated  set.  The  task  becomes  easier  if  one  decides  to  assemble  a  nice 
circulated  set.  Such  a  set  would  certainly  be  considered  very  desirable  and 
scarce. 

TABLE  I 

Auction  Records  for  Mint  State  Carson  City  coinage  in  1985^ 


Total  Pieces  Sold  Total  Pieces  Sold 


Denomination 

All  Dates 

Denomination                              All  Dates 

1 

Dimes 

37 

6 

Trade  Dollars  12 

2 

Twenty  Cent  Pieces 

18 

7 

Morgan  Dollars  1447 

3 

Quarters 

34 

8 

Five  Dollar  Gold  Half  Eagles  23 

4 

Halves 

15 

9 

Ten  Dollar  Gold  Eagles  27 

5 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

3 

10 

Twenty  Dollar  Gold 

Double  Eagles  34 


M986  Auction  Prices  Realized  for  1985,  Krause  Publications,  Inc. 

TABLE  II  shows  which  coins  are  the  most  common  and  the  easiest  to 
locate  in  mint  state.  Prices  are  also  given  for  each  issue  in  three  states  of 
preservation.  As  seen,  a  circulated  set  can  be  assembled  for  less  than 
$3000.  I  would  classify  a  circulated  set  as  scarce,  meaning  that  no  more 
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than  500  complete  sets  are  possible  due  mainly  to  the  scarcity  of  the  Liberty 
Seated  dollars. 

An  uncirculated  type  set  is,  of  course,  more  difficult  and  costly  to  build 
and  such  a  set  would  definitely  be  regarded  as  rare.  Only  about  50  mint  state 
sets  are  possible,  again  because  of  the  scarcity  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars. 
Should  you  even  think  about  building  a  gem  set  in  MS-65  or  better,  forget  it! 
All  of  the  true  gem  Carson  City  Liberty  Seated  dollars  in  existence  can  be 
counted  on  one  hand  and  you  would  still  have  a  finger  or  two  left  over.  Like- 
wise, it  is  very  difficult  to  find  Carson  City  gold  coins  that  are  gems.  Most  of 
the  uncirculated  gold  specimens  are  very  baggy  and  the  few  gems  that  are 
around  bring  astronomical  prices  when  they  change  owners. 

Fortunately,  the  collector  still  has  the  opportunity  to  build  and  complete  a 
nice  ten  piece  set  that  is  within  his  means.  The  coins  stored  in  single  plastic 
holders  with  a  support  and  housed  in  a  cherry  box  or  case  would  represent  a 
beautiful  display  for  the  proud  owner. 

TABLE  II 

The  most  common  Carson  City  coinage  in  mint  state  with  Red  Book  prices 
for  different  grades^ 


Denomination 

Date 

IVIS-60 

XF-40 

VF-20 

1 

Dimes 

1877-CC 

$250 

$  20 

$  12 

2 

Twenty  Cent  Pieces 

1875-CC 

1000 

225 

115 

3 

Quarters 

1877-CC 

500 

60 

30 

4 

Halves 

1877-CC 

625 

75 

45 

5 

Liberty  Seated  Dollars 

1870-CC 

2200 

600 

325 

6 

Trade  Dollars 

1875-CC 

850 

185 

80 

7 

Morgan  Dollars 

1884-CC 

125 

40 

35 

8 

Five  Dollar  Gold  Half  Eagles 

1891-CC 

850 

250 

225 

9 

Ten  Dollar  Gold  Eagles 

1891-CC 

850 

275 

250 

10 

Twenty  Dollar  Gold  Double  Eagles 

1875-CC 

1800 

800 

675 

Approximate  Total  Cost 

$9050 

$2530 

$1792 

'Red  Book,  1988 

LSCC  ANNUAL  MEETING 

The  15th  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC  will  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  97th 
Anniversary  Convention  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  The  con- 
vention will  be  held  at  the  Cincinnati  Convention  Center  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio 
from  July  20th  through  July  24th,  1988.  The  club  meeting  will  be  held  in 
Room  243  at  the  Convention  Center  on  Thursday,  July  21,  1988  at  10:00  a.m. 
Please  try  to  attend.  There  will  be  an  announcement  of  the  results  of  this 
year's  election  of  Officers,  an  announcement  of  the  article  selected  by  the 
members  as  the  best  to  appear  in  the  Journal  during  the  past  year,  a  short 
business  meeting  and  an  opportunity  for  members  to  exchange  information 
on  Seated  coins. 

The  business  meeting  will  include  a  financial  report  for  the  current  year  by 
the  club  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  setting  of  dues  for  the  next  club  year,  a  pro- 
posal for  a  possible  Seated  dollar  survey  for  the  fall  of  1988  and  a  discussion 
of  plans  to  reprint  copies  of  the  First  Collective  Volume  of  the  Journal.  Every 
attempt  will  be  made  to  keep  the  discussion  on  each  agenda  item  short  and 
to  the  point  so  that  we  can  have  a  brisk,  informative  and  productive  session. 
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Some  Nice  Seated  Coins  From  Brian 

HALF  DIMES 

QUARTERS 

1868 

VG  $  48 

1847-0 

VG,  gray  tone. 

1872 

#%            ■                     ft    ■       i         ■  If 

Good,  Doubled  Die,  well 

no  problems  

$  29 

worn,  no  proDiems   cm 

1852 

XF/AU,  AU  detail  but  not 

quite  enough  lustre  

125 

DIMES 

HALVES 

1838 

Fine,  Small  Stars   $  45 

1842 

Fine,  small  date,  gray  . . 

$  39 

1838-0 

VG,  0/0,  original   39 

1845 

VF,  original  problem  free 

75 

1839-0 

VF,  reverse  of  1838  ....  365 

1847-0 

Fine,  toned  

28 

1841-0 

About  VF,  medium  0, 

1850-0 

VG,  original  

12 

original,  prouiemiree  ...  la 

1856-0 

UP   nrinin^l   nrnhlom  froo 
vr,  uiiyiiidi,  piuuiciM  iicc 

33 

looo-u 

vr,  uiiyiiidi,  duidiiiivc  .  .  lu 

1858 

UP  nrininal   nrnhlom  frpp 

33 

UF  nrinin;)!  nrnhlpm  frpp  17 

1858-0 

UP  nrininsi  nrnhlpm  frpp 

33 

1875-CC 

VG+  +  ,  mintmark  in  wreath, 

1858-S 

XF,  dipped  but  sharp  . . . 

no 

wide  reedinn  7 

1860-0 

UP  Ti/np  7  Rpuorcp 

oo 

1875-S 

VF,  mintmark  below  bow  8 

1862 

VG,  original  problem  free 

9R 
Co 

1875-S 

XF,  micro  s,  dipped  & 

1864 

VG,  original  

24 

1890-S 

retoning,  scarce  variety  .  37 

1865 

VG,  original  problem  free 

XF,  medium  S,  dipped  . .  33 

1872-S 

1890-S 

XF,  nice  toning  over 

XF,  small  s,  very  scarce  .  75 

obverse  scratches  

65 

1883 

VG,  scarce  

145 

1888 

VG,  original  problem  free 

150 

All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading. 

21  Day  Return  Privilege  for  any  Reason. 

Please  Add  M.OO  for  Postage. 

Personal  checks  MUST  clear. 

BRIAN  GREER  •  LSCC  #716 

2034  E.  Lincoln  #111  • 

Anaheinn, 

California  92806 

Telephone  Evenings  (714)  630-5509 
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DUPLICATES  FOR  SALE  OR  TRADE. 
/  WOULD  MUCH  RATHER  TRADE! 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839 

P/L.  AU+   

S195 

1849 

Date  Recut  high,  cleaned  VF+ 

78 

1854 

AU+  

210 

1855 

XF  

110 

1857 

Obverse  rim  ding,  XF-45  . . . . 

110 

1858-0 

Cleaned,  retoning,  AU  

95 

1861 

XF   

53 

1862-S 

Clashed  dies,  XF-45  

61 

1868 

XF-45 -H   

195 

1869 

Artificial  toning,  AU  

125 

1870 

VF-30  

65 

1871 

Rim  tick,  artif.  toning,  AU-i- 

125 

.1873 


NO  ARROWS.  OPEN  3. 
DIE  DEFECTS  ON  THIGH. 
LIGHTLY  TONED.  VF-30 -i- 
WILL  ACCEPT  BEST  OFFER" 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S      XF,  dipped   $120 

QUARTERS 

1840-0      NO.  Large  0  centered, 

weak  head.  Fine  S  18 

1840-0     WD.  Small  0  over  R,  VF   70 

1841        Fine    65 

1842-  0      Small  Date.  A2  reverse, 

porous  rev.  Cleaned.  Fine  450 

1843-  0      Small  o  centered,  VF   85 

1844        VF-35   42 

1847-0      Cleaned,  VG-10   35 

1847-0      XF-45   195 

1849        Cleaned,  a  few  dings,  VG  +  -t-  20 

1849  F-i-   43 

1850  Cleaned,  retoned,  dings,  F  . .  42 

1850-0      Cleaned,  F-i-   35 

1853        A&R,  cleaned,  toning,  XF  .  . .  70 

1853-0     Weak  obv.  rim,  orig.,  F   27 

1853-0      Original,  VF   65 

1855        XF    47 

1858        VF    18 

1858        XF    35 

1859-0      Cleaned,  toning,  XF-45   85 

1863        Cleaned,  F    35 

1865        F   80 

1869-S      Cleaned,  retoning,  VG-t- -t-  75 

1872  Cleaned,  XF-45   120 

1873  NA.  CI.  3,  cleaned.  VG-^-^  . .  75 
1873        NA.  Open  3,  a  few  scrapes, 

AU    150 

1873        WA.  XF   110 

1873-S      Rough  planchet,  VF   50 

1875-  CC    Variety  2,  G/AG   20 

1876        XF    50 

1876-  S      Partial  wire  rim.  die  breaks 

on  obv.  &  rev.  cleaned.  AU  75 

1877-  CC    Cleaned,  retoned.  XF-45-i-  75 


I  want  to  trade  for  the  following  dates,  any  mint,  in  grades  from  VF  to  AU. 

QUARTERS:  1852,  1867.  1870,  1871,  1880,  1881.  1882,  1884,  1885,  1886,  1889.  1890. 

DOLLARS:  1856,  1857,  1862,  1863,  1867. 

10  Day  Return  Privilege  for  any  reason.  Checks  must  clear. 

Postage  on  orders  under  $50  would  help.  Grading  by  ANA  and  Photograde. 

ALL  COINS  KEPT  IN  BANK 

Scott  Atkinson  LSCC  #882 

2860  N.W.  27  Avenue  •  Fort  Lauderdale,  Florida  33311 

Telephone  (305)  739-9101  days 
(305)  722-4444  evenings 


1873 

Small  Arrows.  Variety  2, 

polished,  retoned.  VF 

60 

1875-CC 

VF-t-  

58 

1876-S 

VF-*-  

40 

DOLLARS 

1840 

Light  rim  nicks,  two  small 

stains  in  obv.  field.  F/VF  . 

$220 

1843 

Many  small  ticks.  VF-i- 

140 

1846-0 

VF  

235 

1847 

Dipped,  retoned.  XF-45  . . 

.  275 

1849 

G-t-ZVG-t-  

100 

1849 

Reverse  wire  rim.  XF 

325 

1869 

VG-t-  

95 

1871 

VF  

135 
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Did  Seated  Dollars  Circulate?  More  Food  For  Thought 

by 

Lawrence  N.  Rogak 

In  Issue  40  of  the  Journal,  I  recounted  a  story  indicating  that  Seated 
dollars  never  circulated  to  any  great  extent.  I  stated  that  they  languished  in 
Treasury  vaults  and  in  banks  and  that  many  probably  were  reduced  to  bullion 
because  their  melt  value  exceeded  their  face  value  during  the  1853  to  1873 
period.  Now  there  is  newly  published  information  which  would  tend  to  sup- 
port that  story  concerning  the  retention  of  coinage  in  Treasury  vaults. 

The  January  1988  issue  of  American  History  Illustrated  contains  a  piece  by 
James  F.  C.  Hyde,  Jr.,  formerly  of  the  Federal  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget,  entitled  "Cleveland's  Unwelcome  Bonanza."  The  story  details  the 
financial  crisis  faced  by  President  Grover  Cleveland  in  the  1880's  due  to  enor- 
mous surpluses  in  the  U.S  Treasury.  It  can  be  summarized  as  follows: 

Since  the  formation  of  the  Federal  government  in  the  1780's,  the  principal 
source  of  revenue  for  the  Federal  treasury  was  import  tariffs  and  continued 
to  be  so  until  the  income  tax  became  law  in  1913.  Tariff  rates  were  set  not 
only  to  finance  the  government,  but  to  satisfy  the  protectionist  demands  of 
manufacturers  in  the  North  and  East.  Southern  outrage  over  high  tariff  rates 
had  prompted  South  Carolina's  abortive  attempt  to  override  Federal  law  in 
1832  in  a  foreshadowing  of  the  Civil  War. 

The  import  tariffs  were  successful,  and  resulted  in  twice  as  many  years  of 
Federal  surpluses  than  deficits  from  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War  to  the 
Civil  War.  These  early  surpluses  were  welcome,  as  they  helped  liquidate 
Revolutionary  War  debt  and  established  the  country's  international  credit,  as 
well  as  finance  river  and  harbor  projects  that  facilitated  the  growth  of  inter- 
state commerce. 

The  Civil  War  and  its  aftermath  resulted  in  a  wild  growth  in  Treasury 
surpluses.  Import  duties  were  raised  sharply  to  help  finance  the  contin- 
uance of  the  war.  Without  the  anti-tariff  influence  of  Southern  legislators, 
pro-tariff  Northern  legislators  had  no  restraining  influences. 

For  many  years  after  the  war,  manufacturers  who  had  thrived  under  the 
protectionist  system  were  able  to  thwart  tariff  reform  efforts.  By  1879, 
import  duties  were  producing  Treasury  surpluses  of  $100  million  annually. 
After  the  Civil  War,  Federal  spending  was  reduced  to  its  relatively  low  pre- 
war level.  Treasury  spending  was  also  reduced  during  the  late  1870's 
because  the  amount  of  redeemable  Civil  War  bonds  was  steadily  shrinking. 
And  there  were  no  new  wars. 

Efforts  by  President  Chester  A.  Arthur  in  the  early  1880's  to  reduce  tariffs 
were  fended  off  by  a  protectionist  Congress.  Arthur's  support  for  tariff 
reform  was  a  factor  in  his  loss  of  the  1884  presidential  nomination.  Grover 
Cleveland,  therefore,  took  office  on  March  4,  1885  as  the  first  Democratic 
president  after  the  Civil  War. 
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During  President  Cleveland's  first  term  the  growing  sums  taken  from  the 
economy  could  not  find  their  way  back  into  circulation.  A  third  of  all  cir- 
culating money  was  tied  up  in  the  Treasury.  No  central  banking  authority 
such  as  the  Federal  Reserve  existed  to  pump  money  back  into  the  economy 
at  this  time. 

By  1887,  President  Cleveland  felt  compelled  to  state  in  his  State  of  the 
Union  Address  that  there  was  an  "emergency"  of  a  "congested  national 
treasury."  "The  public  Treasury.  .  .becomes  a  hoarding  place  for  money 
needlessly  withdrawn  from  trade  and  the  people's  use,  thus  crippling  our 
national  energies,  suspending  our  country's  developments,  preventing 
investment  in  productive  enterprise,  threatening  financial  distrubance.  .  ." 

Solutions  were  elusive.  Cleveland  objected  to  depositing  public  funds  in 
private  banks,  where  they  could  be  loaned  out,  because  that  would  be 
"fostering  an  unnatural  reliance  of  private  business  on  public  funds."  He 
also  vehemently  opposed  unwarranted  public  spending,  stating  that  "unnec- 
essary and  extravagant  appropriations"  would  "stimulate  a  habit  of  reckless 
improvidence."  He  settled  on  revenue  reduction  as  the  only  means  of  reduc- 
ing the  surplus. 

In  1888,  Cleveland  won  the  popular  vote  but  lost  the  electoral  vote  to 
Benjamin  Harrison,  under  whom  public  spending  in  the  form  of  pension  bills 
soared.  Cleveland  was  re-elected  to  a  second,  non-consecutive  term  in  1892. 
But  during  Harrison's  last  four  months  in  office,  federal  spending  exceeded 
revenue  by  $5  million. 

Cleveland  re-took  office  on  March  4,  1893  and  by  then  the  Treasury  was 
actually  short  of  operating  funds.  Two  months  later,  the  Panic  of  1893 
began,  creating  one  of  the  worst  financial  crises  the  country  had  experienced. 
From  1893  to  1897  the  Federal  budget  showed  a  deficit,  after  28  years  of 
unbroken  surpluses  from  1864  to  1892.  The  government  for  the  first  time 
since  the  Civil  War  sold  bonds,  for  which  bankers  paid  gold,  thus 
replenishing  the  depleted  gold  reserves  and  stabilizing  the  currency. 

After  reading  this  essay,  I  obtained  the  author's  telephone  number  and 
spoke  with  him.  I  asked  if  he  had  any  knowledge  of  whether  U.S.  coinage 
was  stockpiled  by  the  Treasury.  He  knew  of  the  Bland,  Sherman  and  Pittman 
Acts  but  nothing  specific  about  coinage. 

This  article  has  raised  some  interesting  questions,  since  virtually  the 
entire  period  of  the  "surplus  crisis"  occurred  during  the  Liberty  Seated  mint- 
age period.  If  the  Treasury  was  the  hoarding  place  for  these  surpluses, 
which  for  28  years  averaged  $100  million  a  year,  then  necessarily  the 
Treasury  was  in  possession  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  since  money  then  con- 
sisted of  precious  metals,  not  paper  or  "on  account"  balances.  In  fact,  the 
entire  West  rejected  paper  money  during  the  19th  century,  and  in  fact  not 
even  the  cent  or  the  five-cent  nickel  circulated  there,  as  they  were  not  of 
precious  metal. 
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If  the  Treasury  had  physical  possession  of  gold  and  silver  in  the  hundreds 
of  millions  of  dollars,  I  believe  a  substantial  portion  of  that  v^ould  have  to  be 
in  silver  coins.  As  these  surpluses  came  from  import  duties  I  believe  that 
those  duties  would  have  been  paid  in  U.S.  gold  and  silver  coins  as  foreign 
coins  were  no  longer  current  after  1857.  These  coins  would  have  been 
shipped  to  the  Treasury  where  they  would  be  stored  in  vaults  along  with  the 
unnecessary  millions  of  Morgan  dollars. 

It  is  entirely  possible  that  many  millions  of  Seated  Liberty  silver  coins 
made  their  way  from  circulation  to  the  Treasury  vaults.  But  if  they  did,  what 
happened  to  them? 

Only  silver  dollars  remained  in  the  vaults  to  be  released  almost  one  hun- 
dred years  later,  so  all  subsidiary  coinage  eventually  left  the  Treasury,  if  it 
was  ever  there  at  all.  Van  Allen  and  Mallis'  Comprehensive  Catalogue  and 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S  Morgan  and  Peace  Silver  Dollars  gives  figures  on  the 
number  of  silver  dollars  melted  by  the  Mint  in  the  years  from  1883  to  1964. 
These  total  about  300  million  pieces.  But  I  have  not  seen  any  accounting  of 
fractional  silver  coins. 

Were  the  fractional  silver  coins  melted  as  they  were  needed  for  silver 
bullion  by  the  Mints?  If  so,  then  published  mintage  figures  are  meaningless 
in  determining  survival  rates.  Certainly  as  a  Seated  dollar  collector,  I  can 
accept  this.  The  1872-S  dollar  with  a  mintage  of  9000  and  the  1870-CC  dollar 
with  a  mintage  of  12,  462  can  be  located  with  no  trouble  at  all  for  just  a  few 
hundred  dollars.  But  the  1854  dollar  with  a  mintage  of  33,140  and  the  1860 
dollar  with  a  mintage  of  218,930  are  very  elusive  and  far  from  cheap. 

Moreover,  we  now  have  more  questions  than  answers.  There  is  now  sub- 
stantial reason  to  believe  that  large  amounts  of  1860's,  1870's  and  1880's 
silver  coinage  piled  up  in  Treasury  vaults.  We  now  must  wonder  which 
dates,  mintmarks,  and  denominations  eventually  found  their  way  back  into 
circulation  and  which  ones  disappeared  into  the  smoking  cauldrons  of  the 
Mint's  melters.  Only  population  surveys  and  surveys  of  advertising 
appearances  can  begin  to  give  us  an  idea  of  survival  rates. 

The  Federal  surpluses  were,  I  would  think,  the  reason  for  the  minimal 
coinage  of  halves,  quarters,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  dimes  during  the  period 
from  1879  to  1890.  Dollars,  of  course,  were  mandated  at  $2  to  $4  million  per 
month  by  the  Bland  Act. 

So  now  we  know  that  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars  in  U.S.  coins  laid  in 
Treasury  vaults  with  no  means  available  to  place  them  into  circulation.  Were 
they  eventually  paid  out  and  circulated?  Or  were  they  melted  and  then 
re-coined,  perhaps  into  Trade  dollars,  or  simply  exported  as  bullion? 

The  answers  require  more  digging  and  perhaps  a  lot  of  that  digging  should 
be  in  historical,  non-numismatic  sources.  I  always  welcome  correspond- 
ences and  Seated  Dollar  buy/sell/trade  lists  from  LSCC  members.  Please 
write  to  me  at  P.O.  Box  547,  Long  Beach,  NY  11561. 
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A  NEW  1891-0  DIME  REPORTED 

by 
Bill  Fivaz 

One  of  the  nice  experiences  involved  in  variety  collecting  is  the  discovery 
of  a  previously  unreported  die  variety  in  any  given  series.  Liberty  Seated 
dimes  is  a  particularly  fruitful  area  in  which  to  locate  new  specimens, 
although  each  denomination  in  the  series  has  been  extensively  examined 
and  many  new  varieties  documented  during  the  last  10  to  15  years. 

Although  the  coin  pictured  in  this  article  is  only  in  Fine  condition,  the 
photos  of  this  1891-0  dime  show  diagnostics  which  neither  John  McCloskey 
nor  I  could  find  on  any  other  1891-0  dime  reported  to  date.  The  reverse  is  quite 
similar  to  the  A-8  variety  known  as  the  0/0/S  variety  but  the  die  cracks  are  in 
the  wrong  places.  A  strong  crack  at  K-10  which  connects  the  outside  leaves 
in  the  wreath  is  entirely  wrong  for  the  A-8  variety  and  others  around  the  mint- 
mark  area  are  also  dissimilar. 

On  the  obverse,  the  date  appears  to  be  positioned  further  to  the  left  than 
on  any  other  obverse  listed  for  this  date.  The  pendant  falls  over  the  left 
center  of  the  9  and  the  point  of  the  shield  lines  up  with  the  left  serif  of  the 
first  1.  The  first  1  is  also  "broken"  at  the  base,  and  the  9  shows  doubling 
inside  the  lower  loop. 

I  have  no  idea  of  rarity  for  this  new  variety  but  would  be  interested  to  hear 
if  any  other  club  member  has  a  similar  specimen. 


24 


Obverse  of  1891-0  Dime 


HALF  DIMES 

QUARTERS  Continued 

1848-0  G-4   

$  10 

1853-0 

VF-20  

$  60 

1854-0    VF-20,  cleaned 

13 

1854 

EF-4G,  left  vertical 

stripes  extend  to  top 

DIMES 

of  shield  

60 

1841-0  ANACS-50/50 

1854-0 

F-12  

20 

"whizzed"  

$  80 

1855-0 

F-12,  ex.  Coin 

Galleries  sale,  2/87   

80 

QUARTERS 

1869-S 

VF-20,  a  couple  of 

1840-0    Drapery.  Typical 

inevitable  rim  ticks 

125 

hoard  coin,  EF-45 

$195 

1874-S 

EF-40,  dipped  long  ago . 

.150 

1843-0    VF-30,  sharp  but  scruffy  29 

1844-0    Toned  EF-45,  a  few 

DOLLARS 

rim  ticks  

100 

1845 

VF-30,  two  very  shallow 

1847-0  VG-10/12  

34 

rim  bumps  consistent 

1853-0  F-12   

35 

with  the  nrartn 

Satisfaction  guaranteed 

-  14  day  return  period.  Orders  under  $50.00, 

please  add  $1.00  to  help  with  postage.  LSCC  #607 

NEIL  CLASEN 

P.O.  Box  413  • 

Anoka,  MN 

55303 
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HALF  DIMES 

1838  No  Drapery,  Choice  AU  $125 

1840  With  Drapery,  Good   18 

1848  Medium  Date,  VF   25 

1849  9/8,  XF/AU   130 

1853  With  Arrows,  Choice  AU+   86 

1864-  S  AU    295 

DIMES 

1841-0  Choice AU+   215 

QUARTERS 

1838  No  Drapery,  Choice  AU  $355 

1843  MS-60,  toned   265 

1844-0  Choice  VF,  toned    55 

1850-0  VF    85 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays,  XF   110 

1862-S  VG   90 

1865-  S  XF    350 

1873-S  With  Arrows,  XF   210 

1875  AU,  looks  original   98 

1876-S  AU-50   95 

1891-S  Choice  AU,  nice  toning   115 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840  Small  Letters,  AU  $150 

1842  Large  Date,  nice  AU   145 

1845  AU   295 

1854-  0  With  Arrows,  Choice  AU   225 

1855-  0  With  Arrows,  AU   210 

1856-  0  Choice  AU,  some  purple  toning  130 

1858  Choice  XF/AU    95 

1858-0  Choice  AU   130 

1858-  S  XF-*-,  original   135 

1859-  0  Sharp,  Choice  AU-H -»-    160 


HALF  DOLLARS  Continued 

1861        Dark  brown,  original  AU  $130 

1861-0     AU    135 

1861-0     Toned  Choice  AU    140 

1866        With  Motto,  XF/AU   120 

1867-S      XF-40   52 

1871-S     Choice  AU   140 

1873  With  Arrows,  Sharp  AU    375 

1874  With  Arrows,  AU   340 

1875  Original  AU   130 

1875-  CC    NiceAU    150 

1876  Choice  AU,  dark   125 

1876-  S     Toned.  Choice  AU   130 

1880        MS-63,  Proof,  dark  toning   975 

1889       Toned  Choice  AU    495 

DOLLARS 

1844        VF   $325 

1846-0     XF    525 

1847        NiceAU    530 

1849       Choice  XF   390 

1859-  0     NiceAU    395 

1860-  0      XF-40    265 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873-CC    Choice  AU,  light  toning  $685 

1875-  S      AU    235 

1876  Choice  AU,  a  beauty   255 

1876-  S     Choice  AU,  dark  toning   230 

1876-  S     Choice  AU,  toned   250 

1877  DarkAU   235 

1877-  S     Choice  XF   135 

1877-S     Choice  AU,  original   250 

1877-  S     Slider  AU   275 

1878-  S     Choice  AU,  semi  P/L   260 

1878-S      MS-60    425 


1.  10  Day  Return  Privilege  with  Coin  in  Original  Holder, 
for  any  reason. 

2.  All  Orders  Postage  Free. 

3.  Personal  Checks  Must  Clear. 

4.  Member  ANA,  FUN,  MSNS  and  CSNS 


FRANK  LEISTER  RARE  COINS  •  LSCC#746 
P.O.  Box  252  •  Vero  Beach,  Florida  32961 

(305)  562-1066  or  (305)  562-3977     7  Days  &  Evenings  (9  a.m.  -  9  p.m.) 
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AN  1841-0  SEATED  QUARTER  WITH  SOME  SURPRISES 

by 

Al  BIythe 

My  recent  purchase  of  an  EF  1841-0  Seated  quarter  from  a  local  nnai!  order 
dealer  provided  a  few  surprises  for  me  when  it  arrived.  This  piece  is  rather 
dark  in  general  appearance  but  it  has  a  nice  strong  strike. 

I  started  my  examination  of  this  piece  with  a  stereo  microscope,  a  camera, 
and  several  pieces  of  reference  material. 

Obverse 

There  is  a  darker  toned  crescent  area  from  the  8  o'clock  to  1  o'clock  posi- 
tions on  the  obverse  of  this  coin.  It  appears  that  another  coin  of  the  same 
denomination  laid  on  top  of  it  at  some  point.  In  this  area  the  surface  of  the 
planchet  is  dotted  with  raised  bumps.   The  rim  along  this  area  in  some 


New  Orleans  Mintmark  on  1841  -O  Quarter 
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places  has  crumbled.  One  might  speculate  that  the  coin  was  struck  from  a 
rusted  obverse  die,  that  the  coin  was  in  a  fire  or  that  it  was  buried  for  a  period 
of  time.  My  guess  at  this  point  is  that  this  coin  was  part  of  the  buried  New 
Orleans  hoard  that  was  discovered  several  years  ago.  Except  for  the  darker 
area  described  above,  the  fields  on  this  coin  are  very  clean  with  a  minimum 
of  detracting  marks. 

The  correct  weight  of  this  coin  as  published  in  the  Red  Book  is  6.68  grams; 
my  coin  weighs  6.65  grams,  or  .03  grams  light.  I  assume  that  wear,  such  as 
it  is,  accounts  for  this  small  difference  in  weight. 


Reverse  of  1841-0  Quarter 
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Reverse 

A  detailed  examination  of  the  reverse  shows  a  shattered  reverse  die  with 
heavy  die  cracks  traveling  along  the  bottom  of  the  letters  TED  STATES  and 
connecting  these  letters  together  at  the  base.  Additional  cracks  run  up 
through  the  first  S  in  STATES  to  the  rim  and  through  the  letters  OF.  There  is 
also  a  crack  at  the  bottom  of  the  R  in  QUAR  running  through  the  period,  the 
bottom  of  the  D  in  DOL  and  out  to  the  rim. 

The  Small  O  mintmark  is  centered  over  the  R  in  QUAR  and  is  tilted  to  the 
right.  This  mintmark  as  shown  in  the  photograph  appears  to  be  recut,  but 
there  is  strong  evidence  to  support  strike  or  machine  doubling.  It  has  the 
classic,  "slide"  or  "shear"  effect. 

I  also  have  compared  the  reverse  of  this  coin  with  the  reverse  of  my  1840-O 
quarter  and  find  that  the  two  coins  were  struck  from  the  same  reverse  die. 
My  1840-O  quarter  has  most  of  the  cracks  previously  described  but  in  an 
earlier  die  state.  My  next  step  was  to  check  the  listing  of  New  Orleans  dies 
contained  in  the  "Registry  of  Dies"  in  the  National  Archives  in  Washington, 
D.C.  This  listing  was  furnished  to  me  by  Bill  Bugert.  Upon  checking  both  the 
1840  and  1841  listings,  I  noted  that  only  one  die  from  1840  was  reserved  for 
1841;  however,  this  was  an  obverse  die.  On  the  other  hand,  the  listing  of  dies 
used  in  1840  also  shows  that  three  obverse  and  four  reverse  dies  had  been 
defaced  as  of  12  March  1841.  I  believe  that  it  could  have  been  possible  to 
mule  a  New  Orleans  reverse  used  in  1840  to  an  1841  obverse  early  in  the  year. 
It  is  also  very  likely  that  this  reverse  die  didn't  last  much  longer. 

Although  my  literature  search  only  extended  as  far  as  articles  written  by 
LSCC  members,  I  did  not  uncover  any  previous  information  about  the 
characteristics  of  the  subject  coin.  However,  it  appears  to  be  most  like  N-2, 
Lot  #325  from  the  1945  WGC  auction  described  by  Mel  Hatfield  in  his  article 
in  the  Gobrecht  Journal  on  that  sale. 

Seated  quarter  specialists  who  have  seen  this  variety  are  invited  to  pro- 
vide additional  information  that  they  have  on  it.  Please  contact  me  at  P.O. 
Box  1443,  Placentia,  OA  92670-3638,  or  call  me  at  area  code  714/996-COIN, 
evenings  or  weekends. 


BUYING  DAMAGED  LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 

HOLED   •   PLUGGED   •  SCRATCHED 
INITIALED   •   ENGRAVED   •  COUNTERSTAMPED 

All  dates  and  conditions  wanted.  Scarce  and  rare  dates  especially 
wanted. 

Send  a  photo  or  Xerox  copy  of  both  sides  of  your  coins  along  with  a 
description.  Please  include  your  asking  price. 

All  correspondence  concerning  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  is  welcome 
and  will  be  answered. 

Lawrence  N.  Rogak,  Attorney  At  Law 

P.O.  Box  547 

Long  Beach,  New  York  11561 
Telephone  (516)  764-7990 
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HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 


1838-0    ANACS  XF40/40.  Small  mark  on  Liberty's  face.  Appealing 


medium  gray  with  gold  and  purple  highlights  $445 

1842-0    VF-30.  A  few  light  marks.  Typical  strike   85 

1846       G-4.  Nice  for  grade   125 

1846       F-12.  Tough  date,  tough  grade.  Nice   245 

1850-0    XF-45.  Traces  of  luster.  Sharp,  slight  die  rotation   125 

1853-0    N/A.  G-4.  Smooth  medium  gray   115 

1853-0     N/A.  G6/VG8.  Attractive  for  grade   130 

1853-0     N/A.  VG-10.  Nice  but  uneven  color  on  reverse    160 

1853-0  N/A.  XF-40.  Numerous  light  scratches  hidden  in  drapery. 

Traces  of  luster.  Sharp   365 

1863  VF-25.  A  couple  of  light  marks.  Nice  strike   205 

1864  VF-20.  Light  russet  toning.  Attractive   325 

1865  VF-30.  Some  striking  weakness.  Pretty  toning   435 

1867  AU50/55.  Beautiful  fields  and  strike   595 

1868  XF-45.  A  couple  of  very  light  marks.  Lustrous,  sharp  strike   220 


All  coins  are  original  and  problem  free  unless  otherwise  stated. 
Many  more  dates/grades  available.  Please  send  your  name  and 
address  for  free  list.  ANA  grading.  15  day  return  on  all  coins 
in  original  holders.  List  alternate  selections  if  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff    LSCC  #893 

P.O.  Box  3776 
Redwood  City,  CA  94064 

Telephone  (415)  367-1064 
(evenings  and  weekends) 


30 


THE  ANS  LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTER  COLLECTION 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


1842  Small  Date  Proof  Quarter,  ANS  Specimen 


Last  fall  I  had  an  opportunity  to  visit  the  offices  of  the  American  Numis- 
matic Society  in  New  York  City  and  examined  the  Liberty  Seated  quarters  in 
their  reference  collection.  A  listing  of  the  pieces  in  this  collection  as  well  as 
some  personal  observations  on  the  collection  are  contained  in  this  article.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  will  help  numismatic  scholars  better  understand  the 
strengths  and  weaknesses  of  the  collection  and  provide  a  reference  for  the 
numismatic  holdings  by  the  Society  in  this  series. 

The  strength  of  this  collection  has  to  be  the  set  of  Proof  Philadelphia 
quarters  that  is  virtually  complete  from  1856  to  1891.  The  collection  also  con- 
tains a  Proof  1848  quarter  and  the  highlight  of  the  collection  is  a  Proof  1842 
Small  Date  quarter.  The  1842  Small  Date  Proof  is  one  of  only  about  six  speci- 
mens known  to  exist  for  this  date.  This  issue  thus  represents  one  of  the 
great  rarities  in  the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  series.  This  rarity  is  very  seldom 
ever  offered  for  sale  but  a  few  specimens  have  been  sold  at  major  auctions 
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over  the  years.  In  examining  the  auction  records,  I  have  been  surprised  to 
find  that  the  strong  doubling  in  the  date  at  the  base  of  the  2  has  never  been 
mentioned.  This  characteristic  is  very  clear  on  the  ANS  specimen  and  it 
should  be  a  key  feature  in  authenticating  genuine  specimens  of  this  date.  I 
should  mention  at  this  point  that  I  also  have  examined  the  1842  Small  Date 
Proof  quarter  that  was  sold  as  Lot  #597  in  Auction  '86  and  it,  too,  had  the 
strong  doubling  at  the  base  of  the  digit  2  in  the  date. 

The  weakness  in  the  collection  is  in  the  absence  of  examples  of  many  of 
the  branch  mint  issues.  There  are  no  examples  of  the  early  Carson  City  rarities 
and  the  collection  lacks  examples  of  some  of  the  New  Orleans  and  San 
Francisco  dates.  When  available  the  branch  mint  specimens  are  usually 
well  worn  and  not  up  to  the  quality  of  the  Philadelphia  holdings  in  the  collec- 
tion. Certainly  the  branch  mint  holdings  of  this  collection  will  have  to  be 
upgraded  if  it  is  to  serve  as  a  reference  for  numismatic  scholars  in  the  future. 

Comments  have  been  made  from  my  observations  on  many  of  the  coins  in 
the  collection  to  help  identify  the  die  variety  of  these  pieces.  Currently,  there 
is  no  reference  book  on  the  Seated  quarter  series  but  the  various  hubs  used 
in  the  series  have  been  clearly  illustrated  and  described  in  the  The  Gobrecht 
Journal,  Collective  Volume  Number  One.  A  brief  description  of  some  of 
these  varieties  will  be  included  in  this  article  to  help  the  reader  better 
understand  the  comments  presented  with  the  listing. 

In  1839,  two  identifiable  hubs  were  used  to  strike  Seated  quarters.  The 
first  reverse  was  used  in  1838  and  on  this  die  the  eagle  has  an  open  left  claw 
holding  the  branch.  The  new  reverse  introduced  in  1839  has  the  talons  of  the 
left  claw  bent  up  toward  the  branch.  In  1847,  there  was  one  reverse  used  on 
the  1847-0  quarter  that  has  one  of  the  horizontal  lines  in  the  reverse  shield 
extending  well  out  beyond  the  left  edge  of  the  shield.  The  other  reverse 
without  this  die  line  is  called  the  Perfect  Reverse  for  this  date. 

During  the  late  1850's  a  new  hub  was  introduced  on  both  the  obverse  and 
the  reverse  of  the  quarters.  The  Type  I  obverse  has  no  vertical  line  segments 
above  the  letter  E  in  the  obverse  shield.  The  new  Type  II  obverse  has  two 
small  line  segments  above  the  letter  E  in  the  shield.  The  old  Type  I  reverse  of 
this  period  has  a  negative  or  concave  eye  on  the  eagle.  The  new  Type  II 
reverse  has  a  positive  or  convex  eye  on  the  eagle.  The  numismatically  inter- 
esting point  to  this  information  is  that  both  obverse  and  reverse  hubs  were 
used  for  a  period  of  several  years  and  no  one  really  knows  what  varieties 
exist  and  just  how  rare  many  of  the  identified  varieties  really  are. 

In  1875,  a  new  reverse  hub  was  introduced  into  the  Seated  quarter  series. 
For  the  old  Type  I  reverse  the  letter  A  in  STATES  has  wide  serifs  that  nearly 
touch  the  two  T's  at  the  base  on  either  side.  The  new  Type  II  reverse  has  a 
letter  A  in  STATES  with  short  serifs  that  are  not  close  to  the  two  T's  at  the 
base.  The  two  hubs  were  used  for  several  years  and  the  rarity  of  the  existing 
varieties  is  still  not  completely  known.  The  old  Type  I  reverse  has  been  seen 
on  pieces  as  late  as  1880  but  these  pieces  are  not  represented  in  the  ANS 
holdings. 

I  would  like  to  thank  William  Bischoff  at  the  ANS  for  giving  me  the  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  the  Seated  quarter  holdings  of  the  Society.  The  picture  of 
the  1842  Small  Date  Proof  quarter  was  taken  at  the  ANS  offices  in  New  York. 
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THE  AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 
UNITED  STATES  LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS 

CATALOGED 
OCTOBER  24,  1987 
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Date 

1859 
1859-0 

1859-  0 
1860 

1860-  0 
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1861-  S 
1862 
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1863 
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Grade 

Proof-60 

VF-20 
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Proof-60 

XF-40 

Proof-63 
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Proof-63 
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Proof-60 

Proof-63 
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Proof-60 

XF-45 

MS-63 

Proof-60 

XF-45 


Comments 


Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 

Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 


obverse,  Type  I  reverse. 

obv.,  Type  I  rev.  Large  0  centered  under  crotch,  25%  over  R. 
obverse,  Type  I  reverse.  Large  0,  25%  over  R. 
obverse,  Type  I  reverse, 
obverse,  Type  I  reverse.  Large  0,  50%  over  R. 
obverse,  Type 
obverse.  Type 

obverse,  Type 
obverse,  Type 
obverse.  Type 
obverse,  Type 
obverse,  Type 


I  reverse. 

reverse.  Large  S  over  space  between  R  and  D. 
I  reverse. 

reverse.  High  S,  20%  over  R. 
I  reverse. 
I  reverse, 
reverse. 


With  motto. 

Small  s  mintmark  with  defect  through  lower  loop. 
Small  s  mintmark  with  defect  through  lower  loop. 
Small  s  mintmark  with  no  defect  in  lower  loop. 
Small  s  mintmark  with  defect  through  lower  loop. 


Small  s  mintmark  with  no  defect  in  lower  loop. 

Die  crack  from  left  side  of  shield  into  feathers. 
No  Arrows.  Closed  3.  Type  I  reverse.  Die  crack  shield  to  feathers. 
With  Arrows.  Open  3.  Type  I  reverse.  Die  crack  shield  to  feathers. 
With  Arrows.  Type  I  reverse.  Small  s  centered  under  crotch. 
With  Arrows.  Type  I  reverse.  Die  crack  shield  to  feathers. 
With  Arrows.  Type  I  reverse.  Small  s  centered  under  crotch. 
Die  crack  shield  to  feathers. 


Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 
over  R 


reverse. 
I  reverse. 
I  reverse. 
I  reverse, 
reverse, 
reverse. 
I  reverse. 
I  reverse. 
I  reverse. 
I  reverse. 
I  reverse. 


Medium  s,  20%  over  R. 
Medium  s,  80%  over  R. 

Small  cc,  left  c  100%)  over  R.  Fine  reeding.  Recut  6. 

Large  S,  90%  over  R. 

Large  CC  mintmark,  both  C's  over  R. 

Large  CC  mintmark.  Right  C  higher,  right  C  50% 
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Date 

1879 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1888-S 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1891-0 

1891-S 


Grade 

Proof-63 

AU-55 

Proof-60 

Proof-60 

Proof-63 

Proof-63 

Proof-63 

Proof-63 

AU-55 

Proof-63 

Proof-60 

MS-63 

Proof-63 

Proof-60 

Proof-60 

VF-35 

MS-60 


Comments 

"T"            „  M 

Type  II 

reverse. 

Digit  1  centered  in  field. 

Type  II 

reverse. 

Digit  1  low,  closer  to  denticles. 

Type  II 

reverse. 

Type  II 

reverse. 

Doubling  within  loops  of  both  8's 

Type  II 

reverse. 

Type  II 

reverse. 

Type  II 

reverse. 

Top  of  both  8's  weak.  Weakness  in  letters  BER  on  shield. 


Large  S  mintmark,  90%  over  R.  Top  half  of  date  not  fully  struck  up. 


Small  0  mintmark,  50%  over  R. 

Large  S,  over  right  side  of  R.  Die  crack  through  head  and  S6,  S7,  &  S8. 


LIBERTY  SEATED  QUARTERS 
FROM  MY  PERSONAL  COLLECTION 

1842     F-12   $100  1856-0  XF-40   $  85 

1844     VF-30                        47  1857-S  XF-40    350 

1848/48  XF-40                       85  1859-0  XF-45    125 

1849  XF-45                      100  1861      VF-30    20 

1849-0  VF-30,  ANACS  papers  1435  1875-CC  VF-30    220 

1850  AU-50                      250  1876     XF-40    30 

1851  AU-50  polished            60  1876-S  AU-55   100 

1852  AU-50                      260  1878     XF-40    35 

1856     XF-45                       55  1888-S  XF-45    65 

Whitman  Bookshelf  Albums  for  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  (2  Vols.)  NEW  $30 

Libraryof  Coins  Albums  for  Liberty  Seated  Quarters  (2  Vols.)  USED    20 

Library  of  Coins  Album  for  Liberty  Seated  Quarters,  Book  II  only,  USED  10 


Tom  Connery  •  LSCC  #794 

1795  Holland  •  Birmingham,  Ml  48008 

Telephone:  (313)  646-8940  evenings 
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Bowers  and  Merena  Welcomes 
Your  Liberty  Seated  Coins  Want  List 


Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galler- 
ies, we  endeavor  to  offer  a  wide  variety 
of  collector  coins.  Among  our  strengths 
is  Liberty  Seated  coinage  of  all  denomi- 
nations and  grades.  If  you  are  seeking 
particular  items  for  your  collection,  and 
are  having  a  difficult  time  obtaining 
them,  we  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
your  Want  List  for  these  items. 

I_iiz  Arlin  of  our  staff  is  dedicated  to 
the  task  of  locating  pieces  for  her  Want 
List  clients.  You  are  not  required  to  pur- 
chase anything  she  quotes,  but  you  will 
receive  first  chance  at  any  new  pur- 
chases before  they  are  advertised.  In 
this  manner,  you  will  have  the  opportu- 
nity to  acquire  the  pieces  you  have 
been  searching  for,  if  you  so  desire. 


Each  and  every  coin  offered  comes 
to  you  with  the  Bowers  and  Merena  full 
30-day  money-back  guarantee  of  com- 
plete satisfaction.  We  aren't  happy  until 
you  are. 

Take  a  moment  to  fill  out  the  handy 
coupon  below  and  send  it  along  to  Liz 
Arlin.  (A  photocopy  will  be  fine  if  you 
don't  want  to  cut  up  the  page.)  She  will 
immediately  begin  to  try 
and  fill  your  Want 
List  needs  and  get 
a  quote  off  to 
you.  We  look 
forward  to 
receiving 
your  Want 
List  today! 


PLEASE  MAIL  TO: 

Attn:  Liz  Arlin 

Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
Box  1224 

Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

(603)  569-5095 

For  orders:  (800)  222-5993 


Inc. 


Name 


Street. 


-City. 


-Zip. 


Daytime  Telephone  Number 


DENOMINATION  &  DATE 


GRADE 
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LSCC  Question  and  Answer  Forum 

by 

Roy  D.Ash 

This  column  is  intended  to  be  a  question  and  answer  service  about  Liberty 
Seated  coins.  Please  address  all  questions  to:  Roy  D.  Ash,  P.  O.  Box  17010, 
Colorado  Springs,  Colorado  80933. 

Q.  I  recently  purchased  a  low  grade  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter  which  has 
the  vertical  lines  in  the  reverse  shield  cut  up  into  the  horizontal  lines.  Is  this 
a  new  die  variety?  (TR) 

A.  Probably  not.  As  discussed  in  Collective  Volume  Number  Two  of  the 
Journal,  all  1842-0  Small  Date  quarters  observed  to  date  have  been  from  the 
same  pair  of  dies.  Both  the  A-1  and  A-2  reverse  sub-varieties  of  this  date 
exhibit  the  same  vertical  lines  cut  into  the  horizontal  lines.  On  a  high  grade 
example  all  of  the  vertical  lines  show  extension.  On  most  low  grade  spec- 
imens the  extension  is  noticeable  only  on  the  extreme  right  side  of  the 
reverse  shield.  On  the  A-2  sub-variety  the  damaged  area  of  the  shield 
obscures  all  of  the  shield  diagnostics.  However,  A-1  and  A-2  specimens 
were  struck  from  the  same  reverse  die  as  supported  by  the  diagnostic  rust 
spot  shown  on  page  163  of  the  Second  Collective  Volume  of  the  Journal.  You 
can  identify  this  reverse  on  your  coin  from  this  characteristic  rust  spot. 
Additional  reverses  for  the  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter  cannot  be  ruled  out, 
however.  There  were  four  additional  reverse  dies  available  at  the  New 
Orleans  mint  that  were  carried  over  from  1841  and  not  defaced  until  April  20, 
1842.  It  is, always  possible  that  one  or  more  of  these  dies  was  employed  dur- 
ing the  early  months  of  1842,  but  there  is  currently  no  evidence  to  support 
this  possibility.  None  of  the  reverses  used  to  strike  the  1841-0  quarters  has 
ever  been  observed  on  the  1842-0  Small  Date  or  Large  Date  quarters.  I 
suspect  that  all  of  the  157,000  New  Orleans  quarters  struck  in  January  and 
February  1842  were  from  the  same  pair  of  dies  with  the  damaged  A-2  sub- 
variety  being  issued  in  late  February  or  early  March  1842.  The  New  Orleans 
mint  did  receive  three  new  pairs  of  dies  in  March  1842  but  all  of  these  were 
almost  certainly  used  for  the  Large  Date  varieties  of  this  year. 

Another  method  of  reverse  die  identification  would  be  mintmark  place- 
ment. If  your  specimen  does  not  match  the  mintmark  placement  for  the 
known  pieces,  as  pictured  in  the  Second  Collective  Volume  of  the  Journal, 
then  your  coin  would  represent  a  new  variety. 

Observations  on  the  Norweb  Sale 

There  was  an  extremely  nice  example  of  the  1842-0  Small  Date  quarter  of 
the  A-2  sub-variety  sold  at  the  recent  Norweb  Sale  in  New  York  by  Bowers 
and  Merena  Auctions.  This  coin  was  magnificantly  toned  and  totally 
original.  I  graded  the  coin  conservatively  at  XF  while  Bowers  and  Merena 
listed  it  at  AU.  This  A-2  reverse  is  difficult  to  grade  due  to  the  die  damage 
and  the  usual  weak  strike  encountered  on  this  issue.  This  coin  is  probably 
the  finest  known  A-2  specimen.  But  it  is  not  the  finest  known  1842-0  Small 
Date  quarter  as  there  are  at  least  two  finer  A-1  specimens. 
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The  Norweb  Sale  was  a  quarter  specialist's  dream  as  it  contained  probably 
the  finest  and  most  comprehensive  grouping  of  Seated  quarters  ever  sold 
at  public  auction.  It  would  be  difficult  to  single  out  the  most  impressive 
coin  included  since  there  were  so  many  outstanding  specimens.  The  finest 
Seated  quarter  that  I  have  ever  seen  was  an  1840  With  Drapery  piece  that 
was  graded  a  conservative  MS-65/65  that  brought  $12,000.  This  coin  had  it  all; 
strike,  surfaces,  toning,  lustre,  and  overall  eye  appeal.  There  was  a  magnifi- 
cent Proof  1842  Small  Date  quarter  that  sold  for  $42,000.  Probably  the  finest 
known  1843-0  sold  for  a  reasonable  $4,800.  A  superb  1849-0  in  AU  sold  for 
$5,000.  One  of  the  finest  with  arrows  pieces  that  I  have  seen  was  an  1855 
graded  MS-65  that  sold  for  $4,600.  A  phenominal  1857-0  brought  $4,600.  A 
magnificent  1867-S  sold  for  $2,800  and  a  beautiful  1868-S  brought  $2,300.  A 
remarkable  1871-S  brought  $5,200  and  an  unsurpassed  1872-S  sold  for 
$16,000.  In  fact,  the  New  Orleans  and  San  Francisco  mint  issues  were  abun- 
dant and  in  high  grades.  Of  course,  the  most  prized  pieces  in  the  sale  were 
the  elusive  Carson  City  issues.  The  1870-CC  was  a  beautiful  XF  and  sold  for 
$6,200.  The  1871-CC  was  possibly  the  finest  known  of  this  date  and  brought 
$26,000.  The  1872-CC  graded  an  AU+  and  is  the  best  I  have  seen  of  this  date 
and  sold  for  $10,000.  The  1873-CC  Without  Arrows  is  a  major  rarity  with  only 
three  known  and  sold  for  $80,000.  Probably  the  finest  known  1873-CC  With 
Arrows  brought  $40,000.  These  are  just  the  highlights  of  the  sale.  There 
were  numerous  choice  proofs  from  the  1840's  on  through  to  the  1890's  that 
were  sold  at  the  auction  of  this  magnificent  collection. 

I  strongly  recommend  that  every  quarter  collector  obtain  a  copy  of  the  sale 
catalogue  from  Bowers  and  Merena  while  they  are  in  supply.  This  catalogue 
will  become  a  benchmark  reference  against  which  all  other  quarter  collec- 
tions will  be  compared.  The  quality  of  the  pictures,  the  historical  narratives 
and  the  detailed  descriptions  are  the  finest  in  the  numismatic  community. 


LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 


1844  VF  $325 

1850-O  XF   695 

1860  About  AU   750 

1868  About  AU   650 

1872-S  VF   450 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1875  VF,  scarce  date  $285 


Arnold  S.  Landsberg  •  LSCC  #446 

P.O.  Box  1334  •  Manchester,  CT  06040 
10  day  return  period  for  coins  in  original  unopened  holder. 
Money  orders  preferred.  Coins  shipped  immediately. 
Checks  MUST  clear.  Postage  paid. 


38 


Something  for  all  from  MCI 


HALF  DIMES 

1847  AU  $  80 

1853       AU,  Arrows    110 

DIMES 

1837  XF,  No  Stars  $175 

1841-0     VG+    8 

1841-0     Fine   10 

1845-0     Fine   35 

1848  Fine   15 

1852-0     F+   22 

1853       UNC,  Arrows   280 

1856-0     Good    5 

1859-0     VG-6    7 

1873       VF-H,  Closed  3   15 

1873       VF+,  Opens   50 

1887       AU■^    120 

1891        F/VF   8 

1891        M}+    125 

1891        UNC   120 

1891        UNC-F   350 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875-S     XF/AU  $175 

QUARTERS 

1853       XF,  A&R  $100 

1853  Vf  /XF,  A&R   65 

1854  VF/XF,  original  ...  85 
1877-CC  VG   10 


HALF  DOLLARS 


HALF  DOLLARS  continued 


1855-0  Fine   $  28 

1855-  0  XF/AU   100 

1856-  0  XF    52 

1858  XF+    70 

1858-0  VF    38 

1858-  0  Fine   15 

1859-  0  VF/XF   55 

1861-0  AU -H ,  original  115 

1870-CC  VG-i-    675 

1875  VG,  original   17 

1876  VG,  original   17 

1876  VF,  original   35 

1877-S  VG,  original   15 

DOLLARS 

1840  Fine   $240 

1840  XF   375 

1842  XF    250 

1843  XF-H    280 

1843  XF   210 

1844  XF   385 

1845  VG   220 

1846-0  Fine   130 

1846-0  XF    345 

1846-0  AU55/55  P/L   1500 

1847  VF,  cleaned   120 

1847  XF/AU,  original  ...  325 

1848  XF  680 

1850  XF    975 

1850-0  AG   110 

1851  Proof  14500 


DOLLARS  continued 

1859  XF  +  ,  original  $700 
1859-0   G   65 

1859-  S    XF   625 

1860  XF   450 

1860      XF-H,  475 

1860  XF/AU   675 

1860-  0    XF   290 

1860-0    XF-H,  original   325 

1860-0    UNC   600 

1861  AU58  1500 
1861      Proof  2500 

1863  VG/G   185 

1864  VG   160 

1865  VF   265 

1870      VF+    150 

1870      XF-H,  original   250 

1870      XF-H,  P/L   310 

1870-CC  VG,  scratches  at  CC  160 

1870-CC  F   195 

1870-CC  F-H    220 

1870-CC  AU50/55,  P/L  1200 

1872      XF  40/40   215 

1872  XF  40/45,  original  .  240 
1872-S    Almost  XF   590 

1872-  CC  Fine  +  1200 

1873  XF  45/45   310 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1873-  CC  XF/AU,  cleaned   $200 

1873-CC  VF-H    200 

1874  VF   90 


440 
200 
380 
300 
250 
200 


1853       VF/XF,  A&R  $  80  1854 

1853  XF,  original   190  1856 

1854  XF-40/40   65  1858 

1854-0     VG   15  1858 

1854-0     UNC   500  1859 


AU  2000 

XF   575 

Proof  40/40  5000 

Proof  55/55   6400 

VF-H    400 


1874-  CC  UNC  

1875-  CC  XF  40/45,  original 
1875-CC  UNC,  carbon  spots 

1875-S  AU55/55   

1877-S  AU58   

1877-S  UNC,  tieated  


Terms  -  All  coins  shipped  as  soon  as  possible. 
Full  10  day  return  privilege. 
Hours:  8  a.m.  to  9  p.m. 
Thank  you  for  your  previous  orders. 


MCI 


MILL  COIN  INVESTMENTS 
P.O.  BOX  847 
HASTINGS,  FLORIDA  32045 
Telephone  (904)  692-1846 
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PCGS  &  Rare  Coins 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  people  who  responded  to  my  first 
ad  in  the  Journal.  It  was  overwhelming. 

DIMES 

1837     No  Stars.  PCGS-63  $1550 

1875-CC  Mintmark  inside  wreath.  PCGS-63.  Scarce  this  nice   450 

DOLLARS 

1843     Fine-12/15.  NIcetypecoin  $  120 

1846      XF-40/40    275 

1846-0  VF-20/20    250 

1849     XF/AU.  Very  scarce   475 

1849     PCGS-62.  Blue  and  Gold  toning.  Only  three  pieces  of  this  date 

graded  in  two  years.  Extremely  rare  2000 

1850-0  XF/AU.  Rare   1100 

1860     Proof-63.  Purple  toning   1500 

1862  UNC-60.  Coin  is  baggy  but  it  has  eye  appeal.  Extremely  rare  .... .  2250 

1866     With  Motto.  MS-63    2750 

1870     Sea  green  toning.  AU-50/50.  Scarce   550 

1872     AU-50/50.  Three  minor  rim  dings    325 

1872-S  Nice  clean  example  of  this  rare  date.  VF-30/XF-40   700 

Ten  day  return  for  any  reason     •    Checks  must  clear 

Member  ANA  &  FUN 
Grading  by  ANA  and  Photo  Grade 
All  Coins  in  Bank 

Robert  E.  Willard 

6789  Biscayne  Blvd. 
Miami,  Florida  33138 

Telephone  (305)  758-8078 
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A  REPUNCHED  MINTMARK  ON  AN  1888-S  QUARTER 

by 

Thomas  D.  Skahan 

Recently,  I  was  able  to  locate  a  nice  Choice  AU  example  of  the  1888-S 
quarter  for  my  Seated  quarter  collection.  Upon  examining  this  piece,  I  was 
delighted  to  find  that  the  San  Francisco  mintmark  had  been  strongly 
repunched.  Remnants  of  the  first  mintmark  are  easily  seen  to  the  left  and 
above  the  second  mintmark. 

In  Issue  #24  of  the  Journal,  Bill  Cregan  noted  that  many  of  the  specimens 
of  this  date  that  he  examined  had  characteristic  weak  rims.  This  coin  has  an 
odd  combination  of  fully  struck  and  weakly  struck  rims  on  both  the  obverse 
and  reverse.  From  12  o'clock  to  6  o'clock,  the  rims  are  square  and  fully 
struck.  From  6  o'clock  to  12  o'clock,  they  are  extremely  rounded,  almost 
railroad  rimmed.  The  reeds  at  3  o'clock  are  approximately  1.3  mm  wide, 
where  as  the  reeds  at  9  o'clock  are  only  0.9  mm  wide. 

When  comparing  the  groove  widths  in  the  reeding  at  opposite  sides  of  the 
coin,  it  is  interesting  to  note  this  difference  of  almost  0.4mm.  How  did  this 
occur?  I  will  introduce  two  possible  explanations  and  invite  LSCC  members 
to  comment. 

Theory  I.  Difference  in  Die  Spacing.  Another  characteristic  of  my  coin  is 
that  stars  1  to  7  are  weakly  struck  while  stars  8  to  13  are  fully  struck.  This 
might  imply  that  the  two  dies  were  properly  spaced  on  the  right  side  of  the 
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coin  but  too  far  apart  on  the  left  side.  The  resulting  uneven  pressure  on  the 
planchet  would  create  a  weakness  on  the  left  side  of  the  coin. 

Theory  2.  Collar  Problems.  The  almost  railroad  rim  on  the  left  side  of  the 
coin  could  be  explained  by  some  type  of  collar  problem.  A  damaged  collar 
could  alter  the  striking  characteristics  of  the  coin. 

Perhaps  one  or  a  combination  of  the  two  theories  would  shed  some  light 
on  the  characteristic  weak  rims  on  1888-S  quarters. 


LIBERTY  SEATED  DOLLARS 


1870-CC   EF-45+  Totally  original  coin  with  much  underlying 
luster.  Very  nice  gray  and  Iridescent  surfaces. 
Some  rim  dings.  Overall,  a  very  nice  example  in  a 
very  tough  grade  $  850 

1872-CC   F-12/VF-20  Even  wear  with  the  obverse  a  bit  weaker 
than  the  reverse.  "LI..RTY"  visable  on  ribbon;  rims 
are  excellent.  Nice  coin  for  the  grade   1050 

TERMS:    1.  Full  15  day  return  privilege  for  ANY  reason. 

2.  Grading  by  ANA  standards. 

3.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

Chris  Napolitano  •  LSCC  #1000,  ANA 

1668  V2  Grand  Avenue  •  St.  Paul,  MN  55105 

Telephone  (612)  934-8474  evenings  after  6:00  p.m.  GST 

I  am  interested  in  buying  all  Seated  Dollars,  especially  original,  EF  to  AU+  material. 
Please,  write,  call  or  ship  with  asking  price.  I  also  welcome  any  and  all  corre- 
spondence concerning  Liberty  Seated  Dollars,  please  write  or  call!  Thanks! 


COLLECTIVE  VOLUME  NUMBER  TWO  AVAILABLE 

Gopies  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal,  Collective  Volume  Number  Two  are  avail- 
able for  immediate  delivery  to  club  members  for  $22  each.  This  hard  bound 
volume  contains  almost  400  pages  of  material  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage  and 
contains  the  material  that  appeared  in  Issues  19-33  of  the  Journal.  Make 
checks  payable  to  the  Liberty  Seated  Gollectors  Glub  and  send  to  John 
McGloskey,  President  LSGG,  5718  King  Arthur  Drive,  Kettering,  Ohio  45429. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Last  year,  I  purchased  an  1842  dollar  that  Paul  Padget  had  for  sale  at  the 
Dayton  show.  This  coin  was  a  nice  XF  and  was  very  reasonably  priced.  Paul 
had  purchased  it  at  a  low  price  because  there  were  areas  of  raised  metal  at  4 
o'clock  and  at  8  o'clock  on  the  obverse  rim.  The  seller  apparently  thought 
that  the  coin  was  damaged.  The  raised  areas  are  actually  rim  cuds.  The  coin 
also  has  a  recut  2  in  the  date  with  the  bottom  of  the  earlier  punch  showing 
immediately  below  the  bottom  of  the  digit.  There  is  also  what  appears  to  be 
part  of  a  numeral  punched  into  the  base  of  the  rock  above  the  area  between 
the  4  and  2. 

David  Rubin 
LSCC  #961 

Recently,  I  have  been  attempting  to  discover  significant  die  variations 
between  the  1859,  1859-0,  and  1859-S  Liberty  Seated  dollars  which  can  be 
used  as  diagnostic  tools  to  distinguish  a  genuine  1859  Philadelphia  dollar 
from  an  altered  1859-0  or  1859-S  dollar.  During  this  effort,  I  have  discovered 
a  variety  of  the  1859  dollar  which  I  call  the  open  toe  variety. 

The  condition  of  the  1859  dollar  under  study  is  XF-40.  The  strike  on  this 
coin  is  slightly  weak  on  the  eagle's  right  wing  and  correspondingly  on  the 
upper  shield  on  the  obverse.  The  toe  area  is  not  weak  and  has  average  detail 
for  the  grade.  But  the  rock  base  is  not  complete  in  front  of  the  toe  and  san- 
dal of  Miss  Liberty.  No  trace  of  the  missing  rock  is  observable.  This 
characteristic  was  not  observed  on  1859-0  or  1859-S  dollars  or  on  dollars  of 
other  years  that  I  examined. 

Can  other  club  members  confirm  the  existence  of  this  variety?  If  so,  the 
1859  open  toe  variety  could  be  added  to  the  reeding  count  as  a  diagnostic 
feature  for  1859  Philadelphia  dollars. 

Ron  Zak 
LSCC  #643 

I  disagree  with  Lawrence  N.  Rogak's  views  concerning  repaired  coins. 
Coins  which  have  been  expertly  plugged,  engraved  and  retoned  present  a 
clear  invitation  for  fraud.  I  am  sure  that  Mr.  Rogak  never  sells  these  coins  as 
unrepaired,  original  specimens,  but  will  future  owners  of  such  coins  be 
equally  honest?  Every  time  one  of  these  repaired  coins  changes  hands,  it 
will  offer  an  opportunity  to  cheat  the  buyer.  In  my  opinion,  Mr.  Rogak  and  his 
anonymous  craftsman  are  preparing  little  booby  traps  which  will  go  off 
sooner  or  later  while  in  someone  else's  possession.  It  seems  rather  naive  to 
suppose  otherwise  and  to  suggest  as  he  does,  that  his  activities  "would 
seem  to  benefit  everyone."  I  hope  Mr.  Rogak  will  reconsider  his  obligations 
to  the  collecting  community  and  stop  this  practice. 

Jeff  A.  Hawley 
LSCC  #800 
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I  was  going  over  my  Liberty  Seated  quarter  inventory  tlie  otiier  day  and  ran 
across  a  bit  of  information  tliat  I  thought  might  be  of  interest  to  other  club 
members.  I  have  an  inventory  of  fourteen  of  the  1854-0  Huge  O  quarters,  the 
best  of  which  grades  EF-AU.  I  also  have  at  least  five  1856-S  Large  S  over 
Small  s  quarters,  the  best  of  which  grades  EF-AU.  I  thought  that  anyone  who 
is  doing  research  on  these  two  quarter  varieties  would  be  interested  in  this 
information. 

Reed  Hawn 
LSCC  #209 

LOVE  TOKEN  SOCIETY  SEEKS  HELP 

Love  Token  Society  President,  Lloyd  L.  Entenmann,  has  announced  that  a 
project  has  been  started  to  compile  and  publish  a  reference  book  about  the 
history  of  love  tokens.  Except  for  articles  usually  appearing  around  Valen- 
tine's Day  showing  a  picture  of  a  few  existing  tokens,  very  little  has  ever 
been  written  about  Love  Tokens.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  love  token 
was,  and  still  is,  an  expression  of  a  personal  relationship  between  two 
specific  individuals.  Thus,  no  two  are  alike.  According  to  legend,  the  idea 
began  somewhere  in  Europe  in  the  early  1600's.  A  person  desiring  to  give 
another  a  fond  remembrance  would  mutilate  a  coin  from  circulation  by 
means  of  smoothing  one  side,  then  using  a  pin  punch,  the  individual  would 
inscribe  some  special  message  on  the  smooth  side.  By  various  stages  this 
practice  developed  until  the  giver  would  take  a  coin  and  a  message  to  an 
engraver  and  have  the  message  inscribed  professionally.  All  of  this  develop- 
ment is  basically  legend.  In  order  to  produce  an  acceptable  reference  work, 
some  documentation  is  necessary.  This  is  where  the  Society  needs  help. 
Outside  of  the  Valentine's  Day  articles  in  Coin  World,  Numismatic  News  and 
The  Numismatist,  very  little  published  material  has  been  found. 

So  far,  libraries  and  museums  have  produced  nothing  on  this  subject. 
Therefore,  the  Society  is  appealing  to  the  public  and  fellow  collectors  for  any 
information  that  is  available  to  help  collaborate  on  this  history.  In  the  United 
States,  love  tokens  were  introduced  from  Europe  about  the  time  of  the  Civil 
War  and  continued  until  about  1910  when  Congress  passed  a  law  making  it 
illegal  to  mutilate  coins.  While  every  denomination  was  used,  dimes  were  by 
far  the  most  often  used  coins.  By  the  early  1900's  the  Mint  had  difficulty 
keeping  up  with  the  demand  for  dimes  as  many  circulating  Liberty  Seated 
dimes  were  being  used  for  love  tokens. 

Published  material  is  what  is  most  needed.  Also  of  interest  would  be  a 
photograph  of  a  specific  token  with  its  actual  history.  Who  had  it  made,  to 
whom  was  it  given,  what  was  the  significance  of  the  engraving,  who  has  it 
now,  etc.  All  of  this  would  make  good  and  interesting  reading.  Anyone  who 
has  information  that  they  think  may  be  of  interest  in  this  project  is  requested 
to  contact  Lloyd  L.  Entenmann,  130  Cornell  Road,  Audubon,  N.J.  08106.  Any 
expense  incurred  will  be  reimbursed  and  acknowledged  in  the  final  work. 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 

LlB(RTy  &RTED  COLLECTORS  ClUB 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORD        DEALERD  COLLECTOR/DEALERD 

YOU  MAYO     MAY  NOTQ 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I  COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 

SIGNATURE   DATE  


Membership  Fee  - 11.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $11.00  to: 


John  Kroon      •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  nnove  or  change 
your  mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals 
returned  to  us  for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new 
location.  In  such  cases  we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and 
pr'ovide  us  with  the  new  address.  To  avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving 
the  Journal  and  to  assist  us  on  keeping  our  mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that 
you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change  of  address. 


TWENTY  CENT  REVERSE 
1876-CC  from  Norweb  Sale 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


